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long time ago in a galaxy far, far_. 
away, an old Reet eleccte B-[eige 
space above the planet 
of Tatooine. Right behind it was a massive 
Star Destroyer of the Galactic Empire. 
Inside the fleeing ship, a tall golden droid 
named C-3PO rushed through the Soa } 
closely followed by his short blue-and-silver 
companion, R2-D2. 
“We're doomed,” cried C-3PO as laser 
eats cca Man een aT 





escape for the princess this time.” 

The droid was right. With a loud 
CLANK, the Star Destroyer had captured 
the starship! 3 


Pe 











The droids watched as the 
crew rushed past them and 
stood guard over the ship's 
doors. The starship was about 
to be boarded! 

The doors of the ship 
exploded, and white- 
uniformed stormtroopers 
rushed in through the smoke 
and started to attack. The 
droids tried to hide, but 
C-3PO cried out in alarm as 
laser bolts hit the wall next to 
him. R2-D2 beeped at C-3PO 
urgently. They had to get 


away before it was too late. 








ESCAPE FROM DARTH VADER 


Although the ship's crew tried to hold the door, they were no match 
for the Imperial stormtroopers. As C-3PO and R2-D2 escaped deeper 
into the ship, a large dark figure stepped through the smoke. He wore | 
a long cloak, and his body Were R strong black armor. 
The stormtroopers quickly stood at attention and saluted the 
tall, silent figure. This was Darth Vader, a dark and powerful Lord of 
the Sith. Darth Vader stood and surveyed the captured starship, his 


mechanical breathing echoing through 





the corridors. Now that he had 
ey ehttasciet] 
starship, it was only 
Pwaat-\ac-melm tian 
before his mission 


was complete. 
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Meanwhile, in the confusion 
of the battle, C-3PO had lost sight 


of R2. C-3PO looked everywhere 
for his friend and finally spotted him 
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down a long corridor of the ship. 





A mysterious woman was standing 





close to R2-D2. It was Princess Leia, a 





member of the Imperial Senate. She looked 





nervous. Leia bent over and put a disc into 





R2’s domed head. The disc contained the 





secret battle plans of the Death Star, a weapon 
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As Leia quickly hid, R2-D2 beeped and wheeled over to C-3PO. 

“At last! Where have you been?” C-3PO asked R2. Before the 
droid could answer, they heard stormtroopers drawing closer. R2- 
D2 whistled at C-3PO to follow him. They had to escape from the 


starship—fast! 
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Darth Vader and his troops stood before the captured crew. “The 
Death Star plans are not in the main computer,’ a trooper explained. 

“Where are those transmissions you intercepted?” Vader asked the 
Rebel officer. “What have you done with those plans?” 

“We're on a diplomatic mission!” cried the officer. 

But Vader didn't believe him. “Commander, tear this ship apart 


until youve found those plans, and bring me the passengers.” 
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Hidden away 
in a corner of the 
ship, Princess Leia 
watched as a group of 
stormtroopers crept 
closer and closer to her 
hiding place. 

Princess Leia raised 
her blaster and shot 
at the troopers. She 
refused to be caught 
without a fight. But as 
Leia ran away, one of 
the stormtroopers stun 
blasts hit her. Leia was 


captured! 
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The next thing Leia knew, she was being led before Darth 
Vader. “Darth Vader, only you could be so bold,” Leia said 
defiantly. She refused to tell Vader anything about the plans. She 
said she was a diplomat, nothing more. 

“You're a part of the Rebel Alliance, and a traitor. Take her 
away!” Vader told his soldiers. Darth Vader watched as two 
stormtroopers led Leia back to the Star Destroyer. If Leia didn't 


have these plans, who did? 
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R2-D2 and 
C-3PO could hear the 
stormtroopers getting 
closer and closer. R2 
whistled at C-3PO and 
explained why they had to 
hurry into an escape pod. 
R2 was on a secret mission for 
the princess and had to get off the ship right away. 

“Secret mission? What plans? What are you talking about? I’m not 
getting in there!” C-3PO said. 

But a new explosion rocked the ship. C-3PO knew that if he 
didn't follow R2-D2 into the escape pod, he’d be caught by the 
stormtroopers. 

“Im going to regret this,” he said as the escape pod launched away 


from the ship and toward the nearby planet of Tatooine. 
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When the escape pod finally 
landed, it opened up onto a desert. 
There wasnt anything or anyone for 
miles! 

“How did we get into this mess? 
| really don’t know how. We seem to 
be made to suffer. It’s our lot in life,” 
C-3PO said. 

R2-D2 beeped in response and 
wheeled himself away from the pod. 
The droids had a long way to go. 
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hope to stop Darth Vader and the 
Empire's dreaded battle station— 
the Death Star. Their secret mission 


for Princess Leia had begun. ... 
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or as long as he could remember, Luke Skywalker had 
wanted to go into outer space and be a pilot. Instead, he was 
stuck on the desert planet Tatooine helping his uncle and 
aunt on their moisture farm. Maintaining moisture vaporators that 
collected water to grow underground crops wasnt exactly the exciting 
life Luke had dreamed of. 
Little did Luke know that when he joined his uncle Owen to 


purchase some droids, his life was about to change forever. 
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The native Jawas escorted robots of all shapes and sizes out 
of their massive sandcrawler. Luke and Owen were looking for a 
droid that could speak many languages. “I'll take this one,” Owen 
said, pointing to the golden protocol droid known as C-3PO. 


Luke also looked at a few astromech droids. Because of C-3PO’s 


recommendation, Luke's uncle bought a blue one named R2-D2. 
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As he cleaned the dirty droids, Luke complained that he'd never 
get off the planet. “You boys look like you've seen a lot of action,’ 
Luke said. 

“With all we've been through, sometimes I’m amazed were in as 
good condition as we are,” C-3PO explained, “what with the Rebellion 
and all.” 

“The Rebellion against the Empire?” Luke asked, excited. 

As he continued to work on the small droid, Luke accidentally 
activated a hologram, which projected out of R2-D2. The image was 
of a young woman with a desperate message. “Help me, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi. You're my only hope,’ the message repeated over and over 
again. 

R2 beeped that the message was private and meant for someone 
named Obi-Wan Kenobi. Luke wondered if the person was related 
to “Old Ben” Kenobi, a strange hermit who lived in the nearby 


mountains. 
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Later Luke told his aunt and uncle that he was worried the droid 
they bought had been stolen and might belong to Old Ben Kenobi. 

“That wizard’s just a crazy old man,’ his uncle said. He wanted Luke 
to take the droids into town the next day and have their memories 


erased. Luke got curious when his uncle hinted that Obi-Wan had 


known Luke’s father. But Owen refused to talk about it. 








When Luke returned to finish cleaning the droids, he discovered 


R2-D2 was gone! C-3PO confessed that the droid had left to find 


Obi-Wan Kenobi. It was too dangerous to go after him at night, so 
they had to wait until the next morning. 

As soon as the two suns came up, Luke and C-3PO took off in his 
landspeeder. As they raced across the barren landscape, they tracked 


the droid on their scanner. 
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They followed 
R2’s signal up 
into the rocky 
hills, far beyond 
the Skywalker 
farm. ‘Where do 
you think youre 
going?’ Luke asked 
when they caught 
up to the little 





droid. But as they ._ | wis _ 

began to leave, R2 started beeping frantically. 
“There are several creatures approaching, C-3PO translated. 
“Sand People,” Luke said. “Let's go and have a look.” 
They didn't get far before they were attacked by the hostile Tusken 


Raiders. Luke was caught off guard and knocked unconscious. 


Scared, R2-D2 hid behind some rocks. The strange Sand People 
seemed to want to do his friends harm. They were raiding Luke's 
landspeeder when a cloaked and hooded figure appeared over the 


hill, making strange sounds. This scared the Tusken Raiders away. 


But was this new person a friend or another attacker? 
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The hooded figure leaned 
over Luke's body. R2 was worried, 
until the figure pulled down 
his hood to reveal the face of a 
| smiling old man. “Come here, my 
| little friend—dont be afraid.” 

The kind old man helped i 
Luke sit up. 





“Ben Kenobi? Boy, am | glad 
to see you, Luke said groggily. He explained why hed followed the 
droid out there and asked if Old Ben was related to Obi-Wan Kenobi. 

“Obi-Wan?” said the old man. “Now, that’s a name I've not heard in 
along time.” 

“You know him?” Luke asked. 

“Of course | know him. He's me,” the old man said. 


Luke and the droids followed Obi-Wan back to his home, where 
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the old man told Luke more about his past. 
“| was once a Jedi Knight, the same as your father,’ Obi-Wan said, 


remembering. “He was the best star pilot 





in the galaxy, and a 
cunning warrior.’ The 
old man continued, 
“And he was a good 
friend. Which reminds 
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here for you. Your 
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Obi-Wan handed Luke 
his father’s lightsaber. 


ate 





STAR WARS STORYBOOK COLLECTIO 


“What is it?” Luke asked as he instinctively ignited the glowing blue 
ed FeTe(=9 

“This is the weapon of a Jedi Knight. An elegant weapon, 
for a more civilized age, Obi-Wan began. “For over a thousand 
generations, the Jedi Knights were guardians of peace and justice in 
the Old Republic. Before the dark times, before the Empire.” 

“How did my father die?” Luke asked. 

“A young Jedi named Darth Vader, who was a pupil of mine until 
he turned to evil, helped the Empire hunt down and destroy the Jedi 
Knights. He betrayed and murdered your father. Vader was seduced 
by the dark side of the Force.” 

Luke took a moment to consider this. He wanted to know more. 
“The Force?” 

“The Force is what gives a Jedi his power,” Obi-Wan Kenobi 
explained. “It's an energy field created by all living things. It binds the 


galaxy together.” 
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Luke reminded the old man about the important message. Just as 
Obi-Wan was about to inspect R2-D2, the droid began playing the 
message, this time in full. The hologram of the girl once again spoke: 
“General Kenobi, years ago you served my father in the Clone Wars. 
Now he begs you to help him in his struggle against the Empire.” 

The rest of the message explained that secret information—vital 
to the Rebellion—was stored in R2-D2, who needed to be taken to the 
distant planet Alderaan. It was up to Obi-Wan to help. He asked Luke 
to join him, but Luke said no. He was already in trouble, and he had 
work to do. 

“You must do what you feel is right,” Obi-Wan said, disappointed. 

Luke offered to take Obi-Wan to the nearest spaceport. But on 
their way, the pair ran into the wreckage of the Jawas’ sandcrawler. 
After a closer look, Obi-Wan realized it was an attack not from the 


Tusken Raiders but from Imperial stormtroopers. 


THE HERO’S JOURNEY BEGINS 


“But why would Imperial troops want to slaughter Jawas?” Luke 
asked. Then he realized—they were looking for the droids! “That 
would lead them back . . . home!” 


Luke jumped into the landspeeder and rushed home. But it was 


too late. His home had been destroyed, and his aunt and uncle had 


been killed. 
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“There is nothing you could have done had you been there,” Obi- 
Wan said, trying to console Luke. But Luke was angry. He was also 
determined. 

“| want to come with you to Alderaan. There's nothing here for me - 


now. Luke took a deep breath. “| want to learn the ways of the Force 


and become a Jedi like my father.” 








hen Luke Skywalker bought 
R2-D2 and C-3PO to help out 


around his farm, he had no idea 






they would change his life forever. R2-D2 had 
shown him an urgent distress call from Princess Leia, 
a leader in the Rebellion against the Empire, which led 
him to an old Jedi named Obi-Wan Kenobi. Now Luke, 
Obi-Wan, and the two droids were on their way to Mos 
Eisley spaceport. From there they could fly to Alderaan 
and help the Rebels fight the evil Galactic Empire. 
Luke knew that the Empire's stormtroopers were looking 
for R2 and C-3PO, and he was nervous about getting caught. 
As they entered Mos Eisley, a team of troopers stopped 
Luke's group to look at the two droids. Obi-Wan used his Jedi 
powers as he waved his hand, claiming, “These aren't the droids 


youre looking for.” 
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“These aren't the droids we're looking for,’ the stormtrooper 
echoed to Obi-Wan. 
“He can go about his business,” Obi-Wan said. 


“You can go about your business,” the stormtrooper repeated. 
Luke was amazed. It was the first time he had seen someone use 


the Force so powerfully. 
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They had made it to 
Mos Eisley! But now they 
needed a pilot and a ship 
to take them to Alderaan. 
Luke and Obi-Wan found 
a nearby cantina and 
began their search. But 


no place in Mos Eisley 





was friendly. Ponda Baba, 
a fearsome thug, and his friend Dr. Evazan picked a fight with them. 
“You just watch yourself,” Evazan said. “We're wanted men!” Obi- 
Wan drew his lightsaber to defend Luke. Everyone in the cantina 
knew that someone with a lightsaber was sure to be a Jedi Knight and, 
therefore, not someone that they wanted to fight. After that, no one 
else bothered Obi-Wan and Luke. Once again, the Force had saved 


them. 
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Obi-Wan found Chewbacca, a Wookiee pilot who spoke in 
roars and grunts. He took Luke and Obi-Wan to meet Han Solo, 
the smug pilot of the Millennium Falcon. 

Obi-Wan told Han that they needed a fast ship. “Let's just say, — 
we d like to avoid any Imperial entanglements.’ 

Solo smiled and said, “Well, that’s the real trick, isn't it? And it’s 
going to cost you something extra.” 

They made an expensive deal and agreed to meet soon at the 


Millennium Falcon’s docking bay. 
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But when Han and Chewbacca returned to the Millennium Falcon, 


they found Jabba the Hutt waiting for them in the hangar. Han 


owed Jabba a lot of money—and Jabba wanted it back! 
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“Look, Jabba, | just need a 
little more time.” The money 


Han was about to earn from 


Jabba agreed to give 
Han one last chance—if 
Han paid him extra! 
As Han boarded the 
\ Falcon, he smirked 
ee CE eer ct 
\ youre a wonderful 


human being.” 





helping Luke and Obi-Wan | 


would easily cover the debt. 
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Later, Luke, Obi-Wan, and the droids arrived at the Millennium 
Falcon’s docking bay. Shocked at how dirty and old the Falcon looked, 
Luke sputtered, “What a piece of junk!” 

Han, only a little defensively, said, “She may not look like much, 
but she's got it where it counts, kid.” 

Their bickering \/as cut short when a team of stormtroopers arrived 
and started blasting. Someone in the cantina must have told the 
Empire about them! The heroes ran aboard the Falcon and quickly 


made the jump to hyperspace. 
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Meanwhile, Princess Leia Ps: M 
\ * 


had been taken prisoner aboard ae The x 


powerful space station. Darth pA ies MD #; “2 
Vader and Grand Moff Tarkin . } es ; Vi 


tried to scare her into telling 7 ‘4 





the Death Star—the Empire's 


them the location of the Rebel 
base. “| have decided to test this 


station's destructive power on your 





home planet of Alderaan,” Tarkin said. 
Leia pleaded: “No, Alderaan is peaceful. We have no weapons!” 
“You would prefer another target? Then name the system!” 
“Dantooine. The base is on Dantooine,” Leia lied. 
Even though Tarkin believed her, he decided to destroy Alderaan 
anyway. He wanted to demonstrate, once and for all, the power of the 


Empire. 





On board the Millennium Falcon, Obi-Wan felt a disturbance in 
the Force. “| fear something terrible has happened.” 

They were still hours from Alderaan, so Obi-Wan was using the 
time to begin Luke's Jedi training. He taught Luke how to block a 
floating droid’s laser blasts with his father's lightsaber. 

Once Luke had mastered that, Obi-Wan put a helmet over 
Luke’s head, with the thick blast shield covering his eyes. 

Luke nervously said, “But with the blast shield down, | can't see. 
How am | supposed to fight?” 

“Your eyes can deceive you,” Obi-Wan said. “Don't trust them.” 
Luke let go of his conscious self and acted on instinct alone. Even 
without being able to see, Luke was able to deflect the droid’s laser 
blasts with his lightsaber. 

“You know, | did feel something,’ Luke said. He was thrilled that 


he may have touched the Force himself. 
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Much to the stormtroopers surprise, they did not find anyone on 
board the Millennium Falcon. The heroes had hidden inside smuggling 
compartments beneath the Falcon’s hall floor! They were safe for now, 
but with Alderaan destroyed and the Falcon captured by the Empire, 
Luke thought his adventure was over. 

He didn't realize that even then the Force was guiding them. As 


Luke would soon learn, Princess Leia was also aboard the Death Star. 


That meant a new rescue mission for Luke—and a glimmer of hope for 
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uke Skywalker had left Tatooine because he wanted to 

become a hero. He had imagined himself delivering the 

Empire's stolen plans to Princess Leia on Alderaan. Then he 
would train with Obi-Wan Kenobi and become a great Jedi Knight. 
With the Force on his side, he might even help the Rebellion defeat 
the Empire. 

But now Alderaan was a pile of rubble, and Luke, Obi-Wan, and 
their friends Han Solo, Chewbacca, R2-D2, and C-3PO were trapped 
inside the Empire's powerful Death Star. By dressing Luke and Han up 
as stormtroopers, they had all managed to avoid capture. But if they 
ever hoped to escape, they would need to turn off the tractor beam 
that was keeping their ship, the Millennium Falcon, stuck there. 

Obi-Wan volunteered for the task. “I must go alone,” he said, 
turning to Luke. “Your destiny lies along a different path than mine.” 

Luke sadly watched his mentor leave. What had Obi-Wan’s words 


meant? 
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Luke's thoughts were interrupted by a series of frantic beeps from 
R2-D2. The little astromech droid had tapped into one of the Death 
Star's terminals, looking for any information that might help them. 
C-3PO translated. “He says, ‘I found her, and keeps repeating, 
i ‘She's here.” 
“Who's here?” Luke asked. ~ 
“Princess Leia.” | 
The princess was imprisoned on the 


Death Star! Luke immediately thought of 





a plan to rescue her. He and Han would 
pretend to be stormtrooper guards and 
take Chewbacca down to the prison level. 
They would say they were transferring 


the Wookiee to a new cell. But once they 





were inside the prison, they would free 


Princess Leia and escape. 
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Chewbacca howled nervously as Han and Luke led him onto the 
prison level. In front of a long row of cells stood four Imperial officers. 

“Where are you taking that . . . thing?” one of them asked. 

“Prisoner transfer,” Luke explained, sweating beneath his helmet. 

“| wasn't notified. I'll have to clear it.’ 

Before the officer could call for backup, Chewbacca attacked the 
surprised soldiers. Luke and Han joined him, and soon they had taken 


down everyone who stood in their way. 
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But their blaster fire set off an alarm. Luke ran to find Leia as Han 
answered the beeping intercom. “Uh, situation normal. We're all fine 
here, now, thank you. . .. How are you?” Han asked weakly. 

“Were sending a squad up,” an authoritative voice answered with 
suspicion. 

Han decided to solve this problem the same way he solved most 


problems: he fired his blaster at the intercom. “Boring conversation 


anyway, Han muttered. “Luke! We're gonna have company!” 








Luke quickly opened the door to Princess Leia’s cell and ran inside. 


There sat a woman cloaked in a long white dress. 

“Arent you a little short for a stormtrooper?” she asked. 

Luke tilted his head in confusion. Those were not the first words 
he had expected to hear from the princess! Then he realized he was 
still wearing his bulky helmet. He pulled it off immediately. “I’m Luke 


Skywalker. I’m here to rescue you!” 
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The pair ran from the cell, but Han and 
Chewbacca were already busy holding off a platoon 
of stormtroopers at the entrance to the prison. Han 
and Chewbacca fell back to Leia’s cell to regroup. 

“When you came in here, didn’t you have a plan 
for getting out?” Leia asked in disbelief. 

Neither Luke nor Han had a good answer for 
Leia’s question. In response to their silence, Leia 
grabbed Luke's gun and shot a hole in a nearby 
grate. “Somebody has to save our skins. Into the 
garbage chute!” 

Without hesitation, Leia leaped through the 
open grate. 

“Either I'm going to kill her or I’m beginning to 
like her,” Han said as Chewbacca and Luke followed 


Leia down the chute. 
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Han fired a few more shots at the charging stormtroopers, then 


dove headfirst after his friends. He landed in a narrow room with tall, 





_-~ metallic walls—filled with piles of stinking garbage. There was one 
door on the far end of the room, but it was magnetically sealed. They 
were trapped in another dead end! 

“It could be worse,” Leia suggested. 

Suddenly, a burbling growl filled the air. 

“It's worse,” Han replied. 

“There's something alive in here,” Luke said, looking carefully 
around the room. The water rippled threateningly next to Luke’s leg. 

“Look!” As Luke pointed, a giant tentacle rose up and pulled him 
down into the murky water. “Blast it!” Luke shouted to his friends as he 
struggled to keep his head above water. But Han couldn't get a clear 
shot, and Luke was soon pulled below the waves again. Slowly the 


water stilled, as if Luke had never been there at all. 


o 























“Luke!” Leia cried desperately. 
As if in answer to her cry, Luke 
suddenly resurfaced. “What 
happened?” she asked. 

“It let go of me and 
disappeared,” Luke explained with 
a confused expression. Why would 
the creature give up so easily? 

A metallic creak echoed 
through the garbage room. The 
walls were closing in! This wasn't 
only a garbage storage room—it 
was a garbage masher. 

“Don't just stand there!” Leia 
shouted. “Try and brace it with 


something. | 

















B if othing helped. The walls got closer and closer. 

“One thing's for sure. We're all going to be a lot thinner!” Han said 
hopelessly. 

Then Luke had an idea. R2-D2 and C-3PO! If he could reach the 
droids on his suit’s comlink, they might be able to turn off the garbage 
MaESaLe 

“Threepio!” he shouted into the comlink. 

“Are you there, sir?” C-3PO replied. | 

“Shut down all the garbage mashers on the detention level!” 

C-3PO heard the panic in Luke's voice and immediately told R2- 
D2 to interface with the Death Star’s systems. “Hurry!” 

Through the comlink, C-3PO could hear the mechanical din as the 
walls got closer and closer. Then the sounds of Luke, Leia, and Han 
crying out overwhelmed the comlink. 


“They're dying, Artoo! Curse my metal body! | wasn't fast enough.” 


C-3PO shook his head in sadness. 
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“Threepio, we're all right!” 
Luke's voice came in loud and 
clear. The cries C-3PO had heard 
had been cheers of joy. The freee 
had stopped the walls just in time! 

Now R2 could open the room’s 
sealed door. 

Luke looked back at his friends. 
They had faced death more than 
once that day. Yet whenever things 
had looked darkest, one of them 
had been able to come up with 
a plan. Being a hero was not like 
Luke had thought it would be. 
With great friends at his side, it was 


even better. 
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uke Skywalker, Han Solo, and 

Chewbacca had done what 

seemed impossible: they had 
Te nC era eda 
from her prison on board the Empire's 
space station—the Death Star. But now 
they faced what might be an even bigger 
challenge: getting past the stormtroopers 
who stood between them and the 
VTL cede 

Leia was eager to escape from the 

Death Star and get back to her friends in 
the Rebel Alliance. Stuck behind the slow- 
moving Chewbacca, she grumbled, “Will 


somebody get this big walking carpet out 


of my way?” and pushed past the Wookiee. 
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While his young friends had gone to rescue Leia, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi’s mission was to turn off the tractor beam that kept the 
Millennium Falcon trapped on the Death Star. Obi-Wan could have 
easily taken out the tractor eee” oUF Tee M7] eaM alm (eal et-]ol-1em oLUl maa 
Jedi chose a different path. 

Using his mastery of the Force, Obi-Wan made the stormtroopers 


think they heard a noise. While they looked away to see what was 


going on, Obi-Wan was able to turn off the tractor beam. 
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Now he just had to get back to the ship, and he and his friends 


could get away from the Death Star! 

Meanwhile, Luke and the others reached a window overlooking the 
captive Millennium Falcon. Han hated to see his ship grounded and 
surrounded by stormtroopers. 

“You came in that thing?” asked Leia, surprised at the Millennium 


Falcon’s beat-up condition. “Youre braver than | thought!” 
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Using his communicator, Luke told the droids C-3PO and R2-D2 
to meet them by the ship. But before his group could take more than a 
few steps, a patrol of stormtroopers spotted them and attacked! 


“Get back to the ship!” Han yelled as he and Chewbacca ran 


toward the stormtroopers, blasters firing. 








Luke and Leia ran toward 
the Falcon’s docking bay. But | 
when they turned the corner, 
another platoon of stormtroopers 
was waiting for them! 

The pair tried to escape through 
a door that they thought would lead 





to safety, but instead they found a 
gap that was too big to jump across. 
“| think we took a wrong turn!” 
Luke said. 
With the stormtroopers right behind 
him and Leia, Luke blasted the door’s 


controls, sealing it shut! 
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Leia knew the door wouldnt hold off the soldiers for long. “Quick! 
Find the controls that extend the bridge.” 

Luke looked at the smoking switches beside the door. “I think | just 
blasted it.” | 


With time running out, Luke looked through his belt and found a 


grappling hook. He quickly looped it around a pipe overhead! 











Luke lifted Leia in his arms. She kissed 
him on the cheek for luck as they swung 


across to the other side. 





Luke and Leia were safe, but the stormtroopers were still 


chasing Han and Chewie! As the pair ran down a long hallway, the 
stormtroopers tried to cut off their escape route by closing a thick set 
of blast doors. 

But with a burst of speed, Chewbacca and Han made it through 
the closing doors with only seconds to spare. Now it was the 


stormtroopers who were caught behind the sealed doors! 
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While his friends were making their 















way to the Millennium Falcon, Obi- 
Wan had successfully avoided the 
 stormtroopers. But as he neared the 
hangar, he sensed something ...a 
presence he knew he might face 
on the Death Star. 
Obi-Wan pulled out his 
lightsaber and inched forward 
until he finally saw... Darth 
Vader! 


The Dark Lord of the Sith was waiting with his red lightsaber 
drawn. “I've been waiting for you, Obi-Wan. When | left you, | was but 
the learner. Now / am the master.” 

“Only a master of evil, eeihi” Obi-Wan replied. 

As Vader attacked, Obi-Wan matched the Sith Lord’s lightsaber 
thrusts, moving with the ease and speed of a Jedi Knight. 

But Vader was more physically powerful than the Jedi Master, and 
he soon gained the advantage over Obi-Wan. 

“Your powers are weak, old man,” Vader taunted. 

But the Jedi Knight was unafraid. “You can't win, Darth. If you 
strike me down, | shall become more powerful than you can possibly 
imagine.” 

In a deep, threatening voice, Vader replied, “You should not have 


come back.” 
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In the hangar, just 
steps away from where 
Obi-Wan and Vader 
were fighting, Luke and 
Leia caught up with 
Chewbacca and Han. 
R2-D2 and C-3PO 
arrived moments later. 

Luke saw Obi- 
Wan Kenobi fighting 
Darth Vader—their 


lightsabers crackling as 





they connected. 
Out of the corner of his eye, Obi-Wan saw that Luke and his 
friends had rescued Princess Leia and were ready to escape the Death 


Star. Smiling peacefully, he stopped fighting and closed his eyes. 
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With a swift motion, 
Vader swung his 
lightsaber, slicing through 
the spot where Obi-Wan 
stood! But the old Jedi 
had vanished at that very 
instant, leaving nothing 
but his dusty cloak and his 
weapon behind. 

“No!” shouted 
Luke in surprise. The 
MNOLEY=M-laecsroa cio maar = 
stormtroopers attention. 
When they saw the 
escaped Rebels in the 


hangar, they opened fire! 








Han and Chewie led Leia and the droids up the gangplank to 
the Falcon as even more stormtroopers arrived. Luke stayed outside 
the ship, firing wildly. He no longer cared about his own safety. But 
suddenly, he heard Obi-Wan’s voice in his head. 

Run, Luke. Run! the Jedi said, urging Luke to get on board. 

Luke reached the Falcon just as Han and Chewie started the 
engines. With the tractor beam disabled, the ship raced away from the 
Death Star! 

Although they had gotten off the Death Star, the Falcon still had to 
get past the space station's sentry ships! 

Leia and Chewbacca piloted the ship past the TIE fighters while 
Luke and Han tried to shoot down any ships they couldn't avoid. The 
Falcon shook as blast after blast hit it. Han, confident in his beloved 
Millennium Falcon, boasted, “Don’t worry. She'll hold together.” Then 


he whispered to the ship, “Hear me, baby? Hold together.” 
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As the Falcon got farther away from the Death Star, Luke and Han 


began to win the battle with the TIE fighters. 

“Got him! | got him!” yelled Luke happily after blowing up another 
TIE. Soon Han and Luke had shot down all the remaining ships, and 
the Falcon entered hyperspace. They were on their way to the Rebel 
eB] a 18 


Truly, the Force was with them. 
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BERR eS 
uke Skywalker still couldn't believe it. Just days before, he 
had been living on Tatooine, thinking he d be stuck there 
forever. But now, there he was, worlds away on Yavin's fourth 
moon. He was going to help aes leltecke otra ker evacte 
Empire’s greatest weapon: the Death Star. But the space station's 
weak spot would be very hard to hit—it was only two meters wide! 

Luke reassured the other pilots: “I used to bull’s-eye womp rats in 
my 1-16 back home. They're not much bigger than two meters.” 

The Rebels had to move fast. The Death Star was quickly making 
its way toward Yavin 4. One blast from the Death Star could destroy 
an entire planet in just seconds. 

On board the Death Star, Darth Vader was feeling confident. 
Earlier, he had defeated Obi-Wan Kenobi, the great Jedi leader. 

“This will be a day long remembered,” Darth Vader told Death 
Star commander Grand Moff Tarkin. “It has seen the end of Kenobi. 


It will soon see the end of the Rebellion.” 
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Luke quickly suited up in his orange Rebel pilot’s uniform. As he 
made his way to his X-wing fighter, he saw Han Solo and Chewbacca 
loading up their ship, the Millennium Falcon. Han and Chewie had 
helped Luke bring the Death Star plans to the Rebel base. They 


werent Rebels—just smugglers who needed some fast money. 


“What goods a reward if you ain't around to use it?” Han replied. 


Luke walked away from Han and boarded his X-wing, shaking his 


“Why don't you stay and fight with us?” Luke asked. 
| 


head. 
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On command, the fighters took off. Luke flew with the Red 
Squadron, along with Wedge and his old friend Biggs from Tatooine. 

Then he heard a voice—but it wasn't over the comm system. It was 
inside his head. 

Luke, the Force will be with you. 

The voice sounded like . .. Obi-Wan’s? But Luke didn't have time 


to think. The Death Star came into view. It looked like a quiet metal 


moon, but it was designed to be the ultimate weapon. 














Zap! Zap! Zap! The darkness of 
space lit up with the green fire of lasers 
as the Death Star's cannons took aim at 


the Red Squadron. Luke quickly steered 





away from the attack. Luckily, the X-wings 
were designed to move with speed and agility. 

Back in the Rebel base, Princess Leia and 
C-3PO anxiously watched the battle on a digital 


screen. 
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“This is Red Five. I’m going in,” Luke said. He dove 
toward the surface, firing at the cannons. The Death 
Star cannons responded with a storm of laser blasts. 


“Luke, pull up!” Biggs warned him. 
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Luke's blasts had damaged the surface of the 


Death Star, creating a huge burst of fire. 















Luke had no choice but to fly through 
the dames. Biggs held his breath, until Luke 
emerged from the destruction—unhurt. 
“| got a little cooked, but I’m okay,” Luke 
reported. 
Another message came in from 
the Rebel command center: “Enemy 
fighters coming your way!” 
Luke checked his visual scanner. 
Six compact TIE fighters sped 


across the sky toward the Rebels. 


‘she 





A TIE fighter fired at one of the Red Squadron ships. 

Boom! The X-wing exploded. 

Another TIE fighter targeted Biggs. Luke swooped in to help 
his old friend. His targeting system locked on the TIE fighter. 

Boom! Luke took it out before it could hit Biggs. Then another 
TIE fighter zapped Luke. “I’m hit, but not bad!” Luke said. “Artoo, 
see what you can do with it.” 

The little droid quickly went to work on repairs as Luke dodged 


another fighter. 
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A voice came over 
Maemo aS 
is Gold Leader. We're 
starting our attack run.” 

The Gold Squadron's 
Y-wing fighters streaked 
Yoo ta AAO Ce Ua 


Death Star's surface. The 





Red Squadron tried to 
keep the TIE fighters busy with 
a skirmish. But more TIE fighters were on the way—and Darth Vader 
himself was piloting one of them! | 

Three Y-wing fighters entered the trench. They locked their 
targeting computers on raaten oleae 

Then the Death Star’s guns stopped. That could only mean one 
thing. The TIE fighters had entered the trench, too! 
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“I'll take them myself,” Darth Vader said. 
ON 

Red laser blasts fired from Vader's TIE fighter. 
The expert pilot took down ee Y-wings, one after 
another. The Gold Squadron had failed. 
Luke's heart sank as he watched the Y-wing 





fighters explode. The TIE fighters quickly retreated— 
but for how long? 

Only six members of the Red Squadron remained. 
Red Leader flew into the trench with the Red Ten and Red 
Twelve pilots as backup. Luke, Wedge, and Biggs hung back. 

Zoom! Commander Dreis led the charge through the 
trench. His targeting system locked on the port. But then, out 
of nowhere, three more TIE fighters swooped down from above 
like birds of prey. The sky lit up as they blasted Red Ten and Red 


Twelve out of existence. 
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Dreis clenched his teeth. He could still aim for the target. He 


released his torpedo. ... Boom! It hit the Death Star. But it didn't hit 


the target. 
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“| lost an engine!” Dreis yelled over the comm. “Get set up for your 
attack run!” 

It was all up to Luke, Wedge, and Biggs now. 

BIOL werMaat-li am ale -\- caine Pre kar trench, a TIE fighter zapped 
Wedge's X-wing. 

“I'm hit! | can’t stay with you,” Wedge cried. 


“Get clear!” Luke warned, and Wedge steered out of the trench. 
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Inside his TIE fighter, Darth Vader kept his focus on Luke. 

“The Force is strong with this one,” Vader said as Luke expertly 
dodged his attacks. 

“Artoo, we need more meal Luke told his droid. 

Behind him, the three enemy fighters got closer and closer. Vader 
took aim at Biggs. 

The sky filled with orange fire as Biggs's fighter exploded. 

Now Luke was the only pilot left who could destroy the Death Star. 
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Luke was almost in range. He was looking through the targeting 
scope when he heard Obi-Wan's voice again. Use the Force, Luke. 

Luke hesitated. Could he do this without the scope? He didn’t 
need it to take down the er rats back home. 

He turned off his targeting system. 

Down in the trench, Darth Vader locked on Luke’s X-wing fighter. 
But before Vader could fire . . . bam! A blast rocked his ship. 

The Millennium Falcon swooped down, attacking the three TIE 
fighters. Han and Chewbacca had come back to help Luke! 

“Yahoo!” Han cheered as he took out two of the ships. His next 
blast sent Darth Vader spiraling away into space. 

Luke's fingers tightly gripped the thrusters of the X-wing. This was 
it. The Rebel Alliance's last chance. 

The Force flowed through him. He could feel it now. At just the 
right moment, he fired his torpedoes. Then he flew away from 


the Death Star as fast as he could. Y 
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BOOM! The Death Star exploded into millions of pieces. 

Back on Yavin 4, trumpets swelled in the headquarters of the Rebel 
Alliance. Princess Leia presented Luke and Han with medals of honor. 
It was a proud day for the SNe eteh 

For the first time, they had won a major victory against the 


Galactic Empire. There was hope for the future. 


A new chapter was about to begin. 
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t was a dark time for the Rebellion. Although the Death Star had 
been destroyed, the Empire's troops had driven the Rebel forces 
from their hidden base and pursued them across the galaxy. 
Evading the Imperial starfleet, a group of freedom fighters led by 
Luke Skywalker established a new secret base on the remote ice world 


of Hoth. 
But Darth Vader had dispatched thousands of remote probes into 


the far reaches of space, searching for young Skywalker and his allies. 
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On the frozen surface of Hoth, a blast from the sky shattered 
the silence and an Imperial probe rose from the icy ground. 
Nearby, Luke Skywalker was riding a tauntaun—one of the few 
| animals tough enough to 
survive the intense 
cold of Hoth— 
when he heard 
the loud noise. 
He searched the 
landscape for signs 
of whatever had caused 


the explosion, but he 


Luke thought it must 





have been a meteorite 


falling from space. 


couldn't see anything. 





Using his communicator, Luke checked in with his friend Han Solo. 


“Han, do you read me? There's a meteorite that hit the ground near — 
here. | want to check it out.’ 

As Luke turned off his communicator, his tauntaun began bucking 
and moaning in a panic. Then a huge furry beast leaped up out of 
nowhere, knocking both Luke and the tauntaun down and dragging 
them away! Before Luke blacked out, he recognized the beast—a 


wampa! 
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Meanwhile, at the Rebel base, Han and his friend Chewbacca were 
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“If | don't pay off what | owe Jabba the Hutt, I’m a dead man,” Han 
told Leia. | 

The couple were deep in conversation when R2-D2 and C-3PO 
interrupted them. The droids were concerned that Luke had yet to 
return from his search. “Nobody knows where he is. | think Master 


Luke is in considerable danger,” said C-3PO. 
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C-3PO had no idea how 
right he was about Luke, 
who woke up to find himself 
hanging upside down in the 
wampas lair! The beast was 
messily eating what was left 
of Luke’s tauntaun. When 
it was finished, the wampa 
would probably come after 
Luke for dessert! 

Luke needed to get free 
and escape the wampas 
clutches. But he would need 
his lightsaber, which was on 
the ground beneath him, 


just out of arm's reach. 
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While he struggled to grab the weapon with his hands, Luke 
remembered what Obi-Wan Kenobi had taught him as part of his 
Jedi Knight training. Closing his eyes, Luke concentrated on using 
the Force—the energy that binds the universe together—and the 
lightsaber began to shake! 

Having finished feasting on the tauntaun, the wampa grunted 
hungrily and rose to its feet, heading straight for Luke! 

Before the wampa could get to him, the lightsaber flew into Luke's 
hand! With a swift motion, Luke cut his bonds and leaped to his feet. 

As the wampa roared at Luke, the young Jedi slashed at the 
creature with his lightsaber, cutting off one of its paws! Luke ran from 
the cave and stumbled into the snow outside. 

But it was getting dark, and the brutal cold made it hard for Luke 
to stay awake. In a matter of moments, Luke fell to the icy ground. 
Struggling to his feet, he stumbled forward, but he could only go a few 


steps before falling again. 


Barely conscious, Luke heard a familiar voice calling his name. 


Luke, a calm voice said, echoing in his mind. He recognized the voice. 


“Ben?” he gasped. It was his teacher, Obi-Wan Kenobi. 
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Meanwhile, Han Solo was worried because Luke had been gone for 
so long. It was getting late, and there was little hope that anyone could 
survive the cold night. Risking his own safety, Han took his tauntaun 
and rode out to search for Luke. 

moO eee lc-ie 
R2-D2’s scanners 
couldn't find Han or 
Luke. Leia wanted 
to keep the outer 
doors open for her 
missing friends, but 
she knew she couldnt. 
PN eno) (Ecole RATS 
coming, and she had 


to protect the base. 





“Don't worry 
about Master Luke,” 
said C-3PO. “I’m sure 
he'll be all right. He's 


quite clever, you know, for 








a human being.” 
Chewbacca moaned with 
sorrow as the base’s doors 


slammed shut. There would be 





no way to help Han or Luke until 
the morning, and they might not 
be able to last that long. 
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It was almost too dark to see by the time Han and his tauntaun 
found Luke. Han quickly dismounted and ran to his friend’s side. 
“Luke!” 

Han was overjoyed to find his friend, but there was a problem: 
Han’s tauntaun had been pushed past its limits. It gave a last desperate 
bray before falling down, dead. 

Now they had no way to get back to base. And the cold would be 
too much for Luke in his weakened condition. 

Han took Luke's lightsaber and used it to slice open the tauntaun. 
Then he wrapped its hide around Luke's body. 

“This may smell bad, kid,” explained Han, “but it'll keep you warm 
until | get the shelter up.” 

By the next morning, the storm had passed. Leia immediately sent 
out scout ships to bring Han and Luke home. Han waved to a scout 
ship as it passed above him. “Good morning. Nice of you guys to drop 
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Luke awoke to find himself in the Rebel base’s infirmary, surrounded 
by his friends. He had made it through the night because of Han’s 
bravery, but there wasn't any time for to rest. 

Luke now had a new mission: he was going to find the Jedi Master 
Yoda and learn more about the power of the Force. As a true Jedi 
Knight, Luke would join his friends in battle against Darth Vader and 


defeat the Empire, restoring hope to the galaxy once and for all. 
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ooh uke Skywalker 
Sa 
itl BL wasnt always a 
, ° e , 
@ cg a Jedi Knight 

dj wo 

. i . defending the galaxy 
a ~ | against Darth Vader 


and the evil Empire. He 
was raised as a farmer. 
There were many ways 
that someone could 
fight the Empire. Luke 


would decide between 





becoming a soldier and 
fighting as a Jedi Knight on a frozen planet called Hoth. 
Luke and his friends were hiding in a Rebel base on Hoth when 
Darth Vader found their hideout. Vader ordered his troops to attack 
the Rebels. 
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The alarm sounded, and Luke quickly put on his pilot suit 
and left the medical bay. Not thinking about it, Luke took his 
lightsaber—the weapon of the Jedi Knights—with him, even 
though it could not help him pilot his snowspeeder during the 
attack. 

Luke remembered that Obi-Wan Kenobi had recently 
appeared to him—had he been a ghost?—and told him to go to 
the planet Dagobah, where Luke would find Yoda, a powerful Jedi 
Master. Luke shook his head. He needed to focus on that day’s 


battle and worry about Dagobah later. 
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Luke said good-bye to his 
friends Han Solo and Chewbacca. 
They were staying behind with 





Princess Leia to make sure she got off 
Hoth safely. Han was, as usual, doubtful 
that Luke and the Rebels could beat the 
Empire. He cautioned Luke about trying 
to use “that Jedi magic.’ He paused a 
moment and then said, “Be careful.” 
Luke knew Han cared for him, and this 
was how he wished Luke well. Chewbacca 
showed that he cared by giving Luke a giant 


furry hug and a warm Wookiee roar! 





Luke boarded his snowspeeder as the rest of the Rebels set up 


defensive cannons in the snow. 

They all waited quietly for the attack they knew was coming. 
Finally, they saw what the Empire had sent to fight them—giant 
metal monsters that walked on four legs! The All Terrain Armored 


Transports—AT-AT walkers! 





In their flying snowspeeders, Luke Skywalker and Rogue Squadron 
attacked the AT-AT walkers. But their blaster fire bounced off the AT- 
ATs. It didn’t even slow them down! 

“That armor’s too strong for blasters,’ Luke said as he came up 
with a different plan to stop the giant foes! 

Luke called his fellow pilots over the radio: “Use your harpoons and 
tow cables. Go for the legs. It might be our only chance of stopping 


them.” Luke’s team followed his plan, shooting cables around one of 


the AT-AT’s legs, causing it to stumble and... 
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... fall! 

One AT-AT down! The troops inside the Rebel 
base cheered as Luke's squad held off the AT-ATs. 
They might escape after all! 

The second AT-AT was destroyed, but soon so 
was most of Rogue Squadron. Luke was one of the 
last pilots left, and he still needed to take down the 
final AT-AT. It was the only way Princess Leia and 
his friends could safely escape before Darth Vader 
arrived! 

Just as Luke circled around for another attack, the 
Rebels were told that Darth Vader had entered the 
base! Han Solo, no longer willing to wait for Princess 
Leia to finish helping with the evacuation, pulled her 
aside. “Come on. That's it,” Han said. Leia turned to 


her last soldiers and told them to get off Hoth safely. 





123 


SB ly RR ER Rs a al eo: Flo ay es eet es | A AD sw I 


Han, Chewbacca, C-3PO, and Princess Leia all boarded Han’s 
famous ship, the Millennium Falcon. Han knew they would make it . . . 
as long as Luke stopped that AT-AT outside! 

But they couldn't wait any longer. Han shouted to Chewie, “Punch 
it!” The Millennium Falcon’s engines blasted to life, and the ship darted 


toward the exit! 





As Luke flew 
toward the AT-AT, his 
Satelyesex-1-1e meee 
Luke was going down! 
He struggled to 
eject! Just as the AT-AT’s 
giant foot stomped on the 
vehicle, Luke jumped into the 
snow. With his snowspeeder 


destroyed and no blaster 








powerful enough to pierce the 
AT-AT’s armor, all Luke had left 
was his willpower, a grappling 
hook, a grenade, and .. . his 
lightsaber. But what can a lightsaber 
do against an AT-AT? Luke thought. 
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Luke picked himself up out of the snow and concentrated. He 
drew on the Force to help him run more quickly than ever before, 
and caught up with the AT-AT. He fired his grappling cable at the 
underside of the AT-AT and used it to pull himself up to the belly of 


the beast! 





ir. 





HE ipgreday «ad Mee - ie sila ay Qe ae < 


As Luke approached, 
he wondered how he 
would get through that 
armor. And then he 
remembered the first thing 
Obi-Wan had ever told 
him about a lightsaber: 
“This is the weapon of a 
Jedi Knight, not as clumsy 
or random as a blaster. 

An elegant weapon, for a 
more civilized age.’ At the 
time, he had had no idea 
how much that lightsaber 
would change his life 
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Luke ignited his lightsaber and slashed through the 
AT-AT’s armor, creating a hole in the AT-AT’s belly. 
Fi He threw a grenade into the opening and dropped 


from his cable all the way down into the snow! 
| Luke, exhausted from the effort, remained in the 
}. snow, waiting for the... BOOM! 
The AT-AT exploded, crumpling to the snow- 


covered ground. He'd done it! 


Luke watched as the Millennium 


Falcon zoomed by him and into 






outer space. He was happy to 
know that his friends Han Solo 
and Princess Leia were safe. 
Darth Vader finished his 
search of the Rebel base and 
found it empty. He was 
outraged that he’d missed 
SIEM oleN2msIUimeat-C-M cele] (e 
be another time and 
another fight. Darth 
Vader was as patient 


as he was deadly. . . . 


Luke looked down at the lightsaber in his hand. He realized that 
when his snowspeeder had crashed and his back had been against 
the wall, it was his lightsaber—the weapon of the Jedi Knights—that 
had saved his life and those of his friends aboard the Millennium 


Falcon. 
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With the AT-AT attack thwarted and his friends heading away 
from Hoth in the Millennium Falcon, Luke was free to choose between 
becoming a soldier and becoming a Jedi Knight. 

That day on Hoth, any one of the soldiers in the Rebel Alliance 
would have said they needed more soldiers, but Luke knew it was the 
power of the Jedi that had saved them. With that last thought in his 


mind, Luke set his course for Dagobah to find the wise Jedi Master 


Yoda. Luke would one day become the greatest of Jedi Knights. 
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battle raged in the skies above the ice planet Hoth. 3 
\ 
The Empire had discovered the Rebel base there and 


attacked it, leaving the Rebels no choice but to flee. 
Dodging laser blasts, Han Solo piloted the Millennium Falcon up ands. 
away from the base with help from Chewbacca, his Wookiee copilot. __ fe 
Chewie roared a warning. + 
“| saw them!” Han said. 


“Saw what?” Princess Leia asked. She and C-3PO, the protocol 


droid, were passengers on the Millennium Falcon. 
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“Star Destroyers!” Han replied. “Two of them, coming right at us.” 
The Imperial Star Destroyers chased the Millennium Falcon 
__~ through space. Smaller TIE fighters swarmed toward Hans ship. 


“They're getting closer!” Leia said. 
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But Han knew they werent beaten yet. “Oh, 
yeah?” he said. “Watch this.” 
He turned on the hyperdrive. 
Nothing happened. 
“| think were in trouble,” Han said. 
The ship's hyperdrive was broken. The 
Millennium Falcon couldn't go to lightspeed 
...and the Imperial ships were gaining on 
them! Han and Chewie rushed to fix the 
ship, but then something hit the Falcon— 
something that wasn‘ a laser blast. 
“Asteroids!” Leia said. They were 
flying straight into an asteroid field. 
Huge rocks sailed by them. Han and 





Chewie steered the Falcon around 


the asteroids, trying not to crash. 


Han aimed the Millennium Falcon 
straight into the asteroid field. 

“Sir,” C-3PO said, “the possibility 
of successfully navigating the asteroids 
would be impossible for the Imperial 
ships to avoid. But Han was a terrific 
pilot. He would be able to fly through 
the asteroid belt without crashing into 
anything. 

He hoped. 

The Imperial ships fell behind, trying 
to dodge the asteroids. As soon as he 
saw a chance, Han piloted the Millennium 
Falcon into a cave set deep inside a huge 
asteroid. They would be able to hide there 


for a little while and repair the hyperdrive. 
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I 
C-3PO and Chewbacca got to ll 
work on the hyperdrive. In no time the 
Millennium Falcon was all fixed up. Then 
the crew heard strange noises from 
outside the ship. Han, Leia, and Chewie 
went into the cave to investigate. 

Suddenly, a swarm of pale leathery 
creatures flew past them. 

“Watch out!” Han shouted. He 
recognized the huge batlike pests. They 
were called mynocks, and they had 
a habit of chewing on starship power 
cables. Han shot at one of them, and the 
whole cave jolted and shuddered. 

Han looked around. It was as if the 


cave walls had felt the shot. 
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Han knew they had to get out of there. If the mynocks 
ate through their power cables, the Falcon would never be 
able to jump to lightspeed. Then, as the cave continued to 
shake around them, Han came to a horrifying realization. 

“Pull her up, Chewie. Let’s get out of here!” Han shouted. 

“The Empire is still out there,’ Leia insisted. “| don't think 
it's wise to—” 

“No time to discuss this in committee, Han replied as he 
made his way back inside the Falcon. 

Han flew the Falcon up through the cave. They were 
getting close to the opening— where the stars shone clear 
and bright. But as they flew out, the mouth of the cave 
snapped shut behind them. . . with a clash of teeth! 

“This is no cave,’ Han said. 

It was a giant space slug—and they had barely escaped it 
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The Imperial ships were still in 
the asteroid field, waiting for the 
Millennium Falcon to come out of 
hiding. Luckily, the Falcon’s crew had 
repaired its hyperdrive while they were 
hiding inside the space slug. 

“Let's get out of here,” Han said. 
“Ready for lightspeed?” 

He turned on the hyperdrive. 

Nothing happened .. . again. 

The drive was still broken. The mynocks 
had ruined their chances of escaping. 


“It’s not fair,” Han moaned. 


ee 








The Imperial ships fired laser bolt after laser bolt at the Falcon. It 
was time for desperate action. Han turned the ship around and flew 
directly at the Imperial Star Destroyers. 

“Youre going to attack them?” Leia said, shocked. 

But Han had a different plan. The Falcon skimmed along the top 
of one of the huge Imperial ships and quietly landed on it. By hiding 
right on the enemy ship, the Falcon was now invisible to the Empire's 


sensors. 
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Han, Leia, Chewie, and C-3PO waited until the Star Destroyer 
carried them far from the asteroid field. And when the Imperial ship 
dumped its garbage, the Falcon floated away, hidden in a cloud of 
debris. Han’s daring plan had worked! They had finally escaped the 
Imperial ships. 

Bat AN eles 

Leia smiled and sighed with relief. 


“You do have your moments,” she told Han. “Not many, but you 


have them.” 














Luke Skywalker lay 
where he had fallen in the 


snow on the ice planet Hoth. He was lost, 






and he was so cold. So tired. He couldn't 
keep his eyes open. 
“Luke.” 





He knew that voice. It was his old Jedi 
Master, Obi-Wan Kenobi. Luke forced his 
eyes open. Obi-Wan’s ghostly form glowed 













softly above him. 
“You will go to the Dagobah system, the 
spirit told Luke. “There you will learn from 
Yoda, the Jedi Master who instructed me.” 
Obi-Wan’s words echoed in Luke's head 
over the next few days. He knew he had to 


travel to Dagobah. 
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R2-D2, Luke’s astromech droid, didn’t like this one bit. As Luke 
flew his X-wing toward the planet, R2-D2 beeped anxiously. 
“No,” Luke replied, “I’m not going to change my mind about this.” 


More than anything, Luke wanted to be a Jedi Knight. Obi-Wan 


had taught him about the Force and about using his lightsaber. But 
then Obi-Wan had died. Luke knew he needed a Jedi Master who 
could complete his training. 


He had to find Yoda. 








Dagobah was covered in fog, and the ground was impossible to 


see. Luke lost control of his X-wing as he landed. The ship splashed 
down in a swamp, half underwater. 


“You stay put,” Luke told R2-D2. “I'll have a look around.” 
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Luke made sure the area was safe, then set up camp. Still, there 
was something strange about the place. “I feel like—” he started. 

“Feel like what?” a croaky voice interrupted him. 

Luke whirled around, drawing his blaster. 

“Like we're being watched,” Luke finished. He saw a creature that 
was small and wrinkly, with huge ears and green skin. 

“Away put your weapon!” it said. “| mean 
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Luke doubted very much that this 
strange little creature could help 
him. “I’m looking for a Jedi Master,” 
he explained. 

“Yoda,” the creature replied. “You 
seek Yoda. Take you to him, | will.” 

He led Luke through the swamp 


to his small mud hut. 








Luke was getting impatient. The little green creature still hadn't 


told him when he would get to meet Yoda. 
“Will it take us long to get there?” Luke asked. 
“Yoda not far,” the creature answered. He puttered around, making 


dinner. But Luke wanted to see Yoda right away. 
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“We're wasting our time!” Luke said, annoyed. 


The creature looked annoyed, too. “| cannot teach him,” he said, 
seemingly to someone else. “The boy has no patience.” 
“He will learn patience,” replied a voice—Obi-Wan Kenobi's voice! 


“Much anger in him, like his father,” the creature said. “He is not ready.” 
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Suddenly, Luke understood. The small green creature 
was Yoda himself! And Yoda didn’t seem impressed with 
him. 

“Adventure,” Yoda said scornfully. “Excitement. Ha! A 
Jedi craves not these things.” 

“| wont fail you,” Luke said. Yoda just had to train 
him. He’d come all that way! “I’m not afraid.” 

“Oh, you will be,” Yoda said. He looked very 
stern. “You will be.” 

Luke threw himself into his training with Yoda. 

He spent his days running through the swamps 
of Dagobah with Yoda riding on his shoulders, 
doing his best to let the Force flow through 
him. Every day he got a bit better. But the 
training took everything he had. Luke had 


never been so tired in his entire life. 
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“A Jedi’s strength flows from the Force,” Yoda told him as they 


ran. “But beware of the dark side. Consume you it will, as it did Obi- 
Wan's apprentice.” 

“Vader,” Luke said. He knew that Darth Vader had once been a — 
Jedi, before he went to the dark side. 








One day, Luke and Yoda came to a cave in the swamp where the 
dark side was strong. Inside the cave was like a dream. Luke battled 
and defeated Darth Vader. And then he saw his own face revealed 
behind Vader's mask. 

The duel was a test from Yoda. 

And he hadn'*t passed. He had attacked Vader with fear and anger 
rather than trusting the Force. Instead of destroying Vader, he had 


only destroyed himself. 
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Luke continued his training. 
He learned to use the Force to 
lift things into the air. At first it 

was small things, like sticks and — 
stones. Soon Luke was able to 
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standing on his hands... . 
with Yoda balanced on one 
of his feet! Luke felt pretty 
proud of himself. 
Gurgle! Blorp! 

Everything tumbled 

down as Luke's 
concentration broke. 
His ship was sinking 
into the bog! 
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Yoda told Luke to use the Force to raise his ship out of the bog. 

“All right,” Luke said. “I'll give it a try.” 

“No!” Yoda said. “Do. Or do not. There is no try.” 

Luke reached out with the Force, straining to keep the ship afloat. © 
For a moment, the craft rose a few 


inches out of the murky water. But io. > 





soon Luke lost focus, and the ship bb : b 
sank completely. “It’s too big,” he said, . 
defeated. 

“Size matters not, Yoda said. 
“Judge me by my size, do you? And 
where you should not, because my ally 
is the Force.” 

Yoda closed his eyes and extended 
his hand. Luke felt the Force ripple 
and bend around the tiny Jedi Master. 
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He watched his X-wing begin to rise out of the swamp, water pouring 
off its wings. Soon the ship was back on dry ground. 


“| don't believe it!” Luke said. 


“That is why you fail,” Yoda replied. 








Luke continued his training more determined than ever. One day, 
the Force showed him a vision of Han Solo and Princess Leia... and 
they were in trouble! They had been captured by Darth Vader. 

“I've got to go to them!” Luke cried. He needed to save his friends. 

“It is the future you see, Yoda explained. 

But Yoda didn’t want him to go. “You must complete the training!” 
he told Luke. 

Then Obi-Wan appeared. He agreed with Yoda. 

“This is a dangerous time for you,’ Obi-Wan said, “when you will 
be tempted by the dark side of the Force.” 

Luke had failed his test in the cave. He had failed to raise the 
X-wing. Yoda and Obi-Wan feared Luke would fail against Vader. 

But Luke would not listen. He climbed into his ship, where R2-D2 


was already waiting for him. 
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“I'll return,” Luke told Yoda. “! promise.” 


He steered the X-wing up into space, away from Dagobah and 
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“Told you, | did,” Yoda said to Obi-Wan. “Reckless is he.” 
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entire galaxy rested on 


the shoulders of Luke 
Skywalker. 





But Yoda knew that 


Luke was not alone. 





“No,” he corrected 
Obi-Wan. “There 
is another.’ And the 


Force would be with 





them both. 
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an Solo was on the run. He and his Wookiee copilot, 


Chewbacca, were being chased by the evil lord Darth 
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| Vader. Vader wanted them for helping the Rebels. 
: Han was also on the run from the slimy gangster Jabba the Hutt. 
Jabba wanted them because Han owed him money. 
It seemed as if there was nowhere in the galaxy left for Han to 
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As Hans ship, the Millennium Falcon, evaded the Imperial 
TIE fighters, Han regretted his decision to help Princess Leia and 
C-3PO. He had aided them in their escape from the Rebels hidden 
base on the ice planet Hoth. Now, after zigzagging the Falcon 
through a dangerous asteroid field and almost being eaten by a 
giant space slug, re desperately tried to figure out how to survive 


against an Imperial Star Destroyer. 








With nowhere else to go, Han decided to turn 
the Falcon around and fly straight toward the enemy 
ship. At the very last second, Han changed course 
and attached the Falcon to the back of the giant ship. 

Han’s plan worked! The Imperial fleet could not 
find the Millennium Falcon anywhere. 

“They'll dump their garbage before they go to 
lightspeed, then we just float away . . .. Han began. 

“With the rest of the garbage,’ Princess Leia 
finished. 

The Star Destroyer did just as they had predicted. 
With a WHOOSH, the Millennium Falcon detached 
itself from the Imperial ship and hid in the Empire's 
floating garbage. But Han didn't realize they were 
being watched by the bounty hunter, Boba Fett. . . . 


Han needed to find a safe place to repair the Falcon’s 
malfunctioning hyperdrive, so he flew to Bespin, where his old friend 
Lando Calrissian was an administrator. Han hadn't seen Lando in 
years, but he was sure that his friend shared a similar dislike of the 
Empire. Sure enough, when the Falcon landed, a smiling Lando 


welcomed them to Cloud City. 























As Lando gave them a tour of Cloud City, 
C-3PO thought he heard the familiar whistle of 
an R2 unit. He broke off from the group to find the 
little droid but instead found a secret squadron of 
Imperial stormtroopers. 

“I'm terribly sorry,’ C-3PO began. “I didn’t mean to 
intrude—" But it was too late. With one shot, C-3PO was 
scattered into a dozen pieces and tossed away. 

Chewbacca went back to find the protocol droid, but 
C-3PO was nowhere in sight. This bothered the Wookiee. 


We 
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Chewbacca kept searching for C-3PO until he came to a 
junk room filled with spare parts. The Ugnaughts—short, hoglike 
creatures—were inspecting the junk. Chewbacca was surprised to see 
pieces of C-3PO mixed in with the spare parts. Chewbacca roared, 
then gathered all the pieces of his broken friend. He quickly brought 
the parts back to Han and Leia. 

“What a mess. Chewie, do you think you can repair him?” Princess 
Leia asked. Chewie shrugged and let out a moan. Then Lando 


entered and invited everyone to join him for some refreshments. 
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dining hall, he told them that he had 
just made a deal that would keep the 
Empire out of Cloud City forever. 
Then the doors to the dining hall 
opened, and at the far end of the grand 
banquet table was the most fearsome 
villain in the galaxy: Lord Darth Vader. 

Han drew his blaster and fired three 
quick blasts. But Vader held up his right 
hand and effortlessly deflected them. 

“We would be honored if you 
would join us, Vader said calmly as the 
bounty hunter Boba Fett stepped into 
view. Han, Leia, and Chewbacca were 


now prisoners of the Empire. 
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Inside a cell, Chewbacca sat with the broken pieces of C-3PO. He 
attached the droid’s head to its upper body. C-3PO sprang to life and 
recounted his last memory. 

“Stormtroopers? Here? We're in danger. | must tell the others.” 

Meanwhile, things were getting worse for Han. 

“You may take Captain Solo to Jabba the Hutt after | have 
Skywalker,’ Darth Vader told Boba Fett. 

Lando protested: he had never agreed to give Han to the bounty 


hunter! 
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When Lando entered Han and Leia’s cell to check on them, Leia 
asked him about their fate. 
| “He's after somebody called Skywalker,” Lando said. “Lord Vader 
ae -iat- Ber] elm alin 
“And were the bait!” Leia replied. 


“I've done all | can,” Lando said. “I’m sorry | couldn't do more, but 


| I've got my own problems.” 
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Meanwhile, Vader examined 
a massive freezing chamber in 
the bowels of Cloud City. “This 
facility is crude, but it should 


be adequate enough to freeze 





Skywalker for his journey to the 
Emperor,’ Vader said. But first, Darth 
Vader suggested that they test it... on Han Solo. 

Moments later, stormtroopers marched Han, Leia, and 
Chewbacca—with C-3PO strapped to his back—into the carbon 
freezing chamber to watch the grand experiment. 

Han was moved into position and lowered into the chamber. 
Machines ground together and screeched, smoke billowed, and 
Chewbacca howled. 

When the smoke cleared, Han was lifted from the pit. He was 


encased in a rectangular tomb of carbon. 
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“He's alive, and in perfect hibernation,’ Lando said, relieved. 


Darth Vader instructed Lando to take the princess and the 


Wookiee to his Star Destroyer. Vader had altered the plan—again— 
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and Lando feared that things were only going to get worse. He quietly 
signaled to his aid, Lobot. 
As Lando led the stormtroopers, Leia, and Chewie through the 


corridor, Cloud City’s security guards quickly 





surrounded them. “Well done,’ Lando said 
to Lobot, who had joined them. “Hold 
them in the security tower—and keep it 
fe [01-1 a 
But as the guards took the 
Imperials away, Chewbacca immediately 
began to choke Lando for turning them 
over to the Empire. Leia looked on as 
Lando desperately tried to speak. 
“There's still a chance to save 
Han...” he said through strained 
breaths. “At the east platform...” 
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Chewbacca released Lando, and they all ran toward the 
east platform, but they were too late. Boba Fett had finished 
loading Han into his ship and flown away. 

Han’s worst fears had come true. With nowhere left to run, he 
had finally been captured. But that was not the end of Han 


Solo. Han’s friends were already working on a rescue mission. . . . 


All they had to do was escape from Cloud City—and Darth Vader! 








s Luke Skywalker’s X-wing approached Cloud City, the 
young Jedi could sense trouble through the Force. Master 
Yoda had warned Luke not to leave Dagobah before his 


training was complete, but he had no choice. 





Luke's friends were in danger, and they 
needed him. 

After landing, Luke moved 
through the quiet hallways of the 
floating city. Luke drew his blaster, and 
just in time. The bounty hunter Boba 
Fett fired:on Luke, missing him only by 
Ela ae alse 

“Luke!” Princess Leia shouted. 
“Don't—it's a trap!” 

Boba Fett fired on Luke again. 
Luke ducked behind a wall but caught 
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a glimpse of his friends being led away by Imperial stormtroopers. 
Leia, Chewbacca, and C-3PO—along with Han Solo, frozen in 


carbonite—were prisoners. Luke had to find a way to help them! 
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Luke chased after his friends and entered a 
carbon freezing chamber. The hum of electricity 
and haze of steam filled the air. A deep robotic 
breathing echoed throughout the chamber as 
Darth Vader stepped from the shadows. 

“The Force is with you, young Skywalker,” 
Vader rasped, “but you are not a Jedi yet.” 

Luke approached Vader and ignited his 
lightsaber. It glowed with blue energy. Vader's 
lightsaber glowed red. Luke's brow beaded with 
sweat as he thought of his former mentor, Obi- 
Wan Kenobi, and how he had died at Darth Vader's 
hands. Then he thought of his friends, whom he 
needed to save. There was no choice but to fight. 

The red and blue lightsabers sparked as they 
clashed together—the duel had begun! 
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Elsewhere in the city, 
Lando Calrissian secretly 
summoned his guards to rush 
to his aid. They surrounded 
the stormtroopers, allowing 
Lando to free Princess Leia 
and Chewbacca. “What do 
you think youre doing?” Leia 
asked as Lando released 
Chewbacca from his 
handcuffs. 

Before Lando could 
answer, Chewie started choking him. Lando had betrayed their friend 
Han and turned him over to Darth Vader and Boba Fett. Lando 
couldnt be trusted. Or could he? “There's still a chance to save Han,” 


Lando said as he gasped for air. “At the east platform...” 
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Not far away, Boba Fett was loading a carbonite-frozen Han Solo 
onto his ship, Slave /. Lando, Leia, and Chewie rushed through the 
corridors of Cloud City to save Han. 

They were almost there. As the door to the platform opened, they 
fired their blasters . . . but it was too late. The bounty hunter's ship rose 
into the sky and then flew away. 

Lando and Leia decided to head to the Millenium Falcon. Maybe 


they could still catch Boba Fett. 
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Meanwhile, the lightsaber duel continued. “You have learned 
much, young one, Darth Vader rasped as he hammered Luke 
Skywalker with his lightsaber attacks. 

“You'll find that | am full of surprises,’ Luke said, but he was 
posturing. He was no match for the Sith Lord. 

Vader cornered Luke, and as the young Jedi took a step back, 
he fell into the carbon freezing chamber. But just as he was about to 
be frozen, Luke used the Force to make an impossible leap. 

“Impressive, Vader said. “Obi-Wan has taught you well. 

“You have controlled your fear, said Darth Vader as he pressed 
his attack. “Now, release your anger. Only your hatred can destroy 
ae 

The battle moved through corridors, but Luke refused to give 
up. He had to save his friends. 


But he was growing weaker every minute. 
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When the Sith Lord used the Force to throw large metal objects at 


him, Luke wasn't strong enough to dodge. He was hit again and again 


until Vader pushed a large metal pipe through the window. All the air 


was sucked out of the room—and Luke Skywalker was taken with it. 
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Far below, Luke clung to a 
metal catwalk over the central 
air shaft within Cloud City. Just 
as he climbed up, Darth Vader 
emerged, and the battle began 
again. Luke was growing weaker 
and weaker. “You are beaten, 
Vader rasped through his helmet. “It 
Ral ce col ci oe 
Luke swung his lightsaber, but 
Vader was faster. With one fell swoop, 


Vader cut off Luke Skywalker's hand. 
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Luke clutched his wrist. He struggled to escape from the Sith Lord, 
but there was nowhere to go. He had reached the end of the catwalk. 

“If you only knew the power of the dark side,” Vader hissed through 
his mask. “Obi-Wan never told you what happened to your father. . . .” 

“He told me you killed him,” Luke snapped at his sworn enemy. 

“No,” Darth Vader said, “/ am your father.” 

“No!” Luke shouted. “It’s not true! That's impossible!” 

Luke screamed in anguish. How could his greatest enemy, the man 
who had tried to hurt his friends, be his father? 

“Join me,” Darth Vader said, extending his hand. “And together we 
Tene Meas boar PRclua-Um-lae Rol 

Luke looked around. There was no escape. He could either join his 
father, or he could let go. 

“Come with me,” Vader instructed. “It is the only way.’ Then, 


taking one last look at Vader, Luke let go. 
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Luke Skywalker fell backward into the giant 
chasm at the center of Cloud City. The air 


currents grabbed him and sucked him into the | TREES | 











tube system, a series of pipes and vents that 
blew air through the floating city. Eventually, 
Luke was ejected, but he managed to grab 
hold of an antenna before he could fall to 
the distant clouds below. 

With nowhere left to go, and 
not knowing what else to do, Luke 
reached out. Using the Force, he 


called to Leia. 
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The Millennium Falcon was just about to break orbit when Leia 


felt Luke's pleas for help. “We have to go back,” Leia said to Lando 
and Chewie. “I know where Luke is.” Lando began to protest, but 
Chewbacca didn't listen. He had already lost one friend that day, and » 
he was not going to lose another. 

They found Luke, barely alive, hanging from the antenna. 
Carefully, they moved below and rescued him. And just in time, as 


several TIE fighters arrived to capture the escaped heroes. 








Leia made sure that Luke was Soca 
medical bed before she returned to the main 
cabin. Lando and Chewie were trying to na 
the jump to lightspeed, but the al | 
wasn't responding. They were sitting ducks as a 
giant Star Destroyer appeared. 

W/Tol-T ate Rual- lame) RTM Tls Nar lite 
commanded his men to grab the ship with ual 
Star Destroyer’s tractor beam. 

Chewbacca was desperately trying to get 
the hyperdrive working. But it was R2 who 
connected to the ship's computer and restarted 
it. Just as the Empire was about to capture the 
Rebels, the Millennium Falcon blasted off at 


lightspeed, disappearing to safety. 
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Aboard a Rebel medical ship, Luke was fitted with a robotic hand 





_ to replace the one he had lost. Though Luke had gone to rescue his 
friends, it was his friends who had rescued him. 

Now that they had escaped Vader, it was time to rescue Han. 
Lando and Chewie were leaving in the Millennium Falcon to find the 
bounty hunter who had taken their friend. 

“We'll find Han,” said Lando. “I promise.” 


| | ENA molcecM RA 7[ta mh Zol0 MU) CoC Tol [fof 


ry 
O 


SEELEY 7 


‘ 











-3PO and R2-D2 had returned to Tatooine. The droids were 


sent to the desert planet by Luke Skywalker on a mission to 
deliver a special message to the gangster Jabba the Hutt. 
At Jabba’s palace, C-3PO introduced himself and R2-D2 to 
Jabba's servant, Bib Fortuna. Then they were escorted into Jabba’s 


court. 
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Jabba the Hutt was enormous and slimy, and his court was filled 
with aliens and monsters. C-3PO was nervous, but R2-D2 wasn't and 
immediately began the message. A hologram of Luke Skywalker asked 
to bargain for Han Solo’s life. Then it offered Jabba a gift: the two 
droids! 

C-3PO was shocked, but Jabba just laughed. He was not about 


to give up Han Solo, who hung on his wall, still frozen in a block of 


carbonite. But he would keep the droids. 
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Jabba made C-3PO a translator inside his court and sent R2-D2 to 
_ work on his sail barge. 

C-3PO was surprised when a masked bounty hunter arrived 
with Chewbacca, Han Solo’s Wookiee companion. Jabba bought 
Chewbacca from the bounty hunter, then threw Chewie into a cell. 


One of Jabba's guards looked on. It was really Han’s friend Lando 


Calrissian in disguise. . . . 
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Hours later, the masked 
bounty hunter snuck back 
into the now-empty hall. 
The hunter began to free 
Han from his frozen tomb. 
Soon the carbonite melted, 
and Han fell to the floor. 

Han couldn’ see, but 
the hunter told him that his 
eyesight would soon return. 
Then the hunter removed 
her helmet—it was Princess 
TE 

But before Leia and Han 
could escape, they were 


captured by Jabba’s guards! 
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The next morning, a cloaked figure entered Jabba’s palace and 
approached the court. It was Luke Skywalker, dressed in the robe of a 
Jedi Knight! 

Bib Fortuna told Luke that Jabba would not see him. Then Luke 
used an old Jedi mind trick to make Bib Fortuna take him to Jabba. 


Luke arrived and nodded to Princess Leia, who was now chained to 


Jabba as his slave. 





Jabba knew that Luke had tricked Bib Fortuna 


into letting him in. “Your powers will not work on me, 
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Jabba laughed, then flipped a switch, 
causing Luke to fall through a trapdoor 
into a pit below. 

There, enormous gate opened to 
release a huge, snarling monster—the 
rancor! The beast quickly turned its 
attention to the young Jedi, who steered it 
back toward the gate. 

As the rancor moved in for the kill, Luke grabbed 
a skull from the floor and hurled it at a control panel. 
It was a direct hit, and the gate crashed back down, 


squashing the giant creature! 
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Jabba was enraged. He ordered Luke, Han, and Chewie 


brought to him at once. “They will all suffer for this outrage,” the 


gangster grunted. 
Jabba—with Leia still chained to him—and his men boarded 
his floating sail barge, while his prisoners were forced onto a flying 


skiff. Luke and his friends would be thrown into a pit where a 


monster called the Sarlacc would eat them alive! 
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Once the skiff reached 
the pit, one of Jabba’s guards 
pushed Luke onto a plank 
that extended high over the 
creatures mouth. Luke grabbed 
the end of the plank and 
catapulted himself into the air! 
At the same time, R2-D2 
launched Luke's lightsaber— 
which had been hidden inside 


the droid the whole time—into 





the Jedi’s waiting hand! Luke ignited 
the saber and quickly went on the attack. 

Jabba’s men attacked back, and Lando fell off the skiff! Han and 
Chewie sprang into action and rescued their friend before the Sarlacc 


could finish him off. 


all 


Back on the sail barge, 
Leia took advantage of the 
commotion and attacked 
Jabba the Hutt. 

SaM can mealies 
around Jabba and pulled as 
hard as she could. Because 
of Leia, Jabba would never 
enslave anyone else again. 

Then R2-D2 arrived to 
free her. The little droid fired 
a small laser, breaking the 
chain that kept Leia from 
escaping. Together, they 
found C-3PO and raced to 
the barge's upper deck. 
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On the upper deck, Luke Skywalker was busy deflecting 
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Luke was fighting off the last of Jabba’s men. 


Luke told Leia to point the barge’s cannon down at the 


deck. They were going to blow up the sail barge! 





R2 pushed C-3PO 
off the ship and then 
followed him to safety. 

Once Luke was sure 
that the droids were okay, 
he grabbed a rigging rope 
in one arm and Leia in the 
other. Then the young Jedi 
kicked the trigger, and the 


cannon blasted the deck. Luke 





and Leia swung out toward the 
skiff as the cannon continued to a 
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Luke and Leia landed back on 
the skiff with Han and Chewie. 

“Don't forget the droids!” 
Luke yelled to his friends. 
Lando was at the controls and 
immediately steered the skiff 
away from the sail barge toward 
the droids. 

Lando found the droids stuck 
in the sand and used the skiff’s 





magnets to pull them on board. 
Then he punched the controls, 
and the skiff flew across the 
desert. Behind them, Jabba’s sail 
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explosion. 
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As the heroes got into their ships, Han called out to Luke. “Thanks 
for coming after me,” Han said to the young Jedi. “I owe you one.” 

With Han rescued and Jabba the Hutt defeated, the heroes 
rocketed away from Tatooine for the last time. They were now ready 


to take on an even bigger challenge—the evil Emperor! 
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uke Skywalker piloted his X-wing through space. “I'll meet 
you back at the fleet,” he told Leia through the ship’s 


communicator. 


“Hurry. The Alliance should be assembled by now,” Leia replied. 


Luke smiled. “I will.” He knew the Rebel Alliance would need all 
the help it could get in its next mission against the Empire. But first 
Luke had a mission of his own. 

On top of the ship, R2-D2 beeped and booped. 

“That's right, Artoo, we're going to the Dagobah system,” Luke 
said. “| have a promise to keep to an old friend.” 

Thick mist hung low over the swamp planet of Dagobah. To 
anyone else, it would not be an inviting place. But Luke wasn't 
afraid. After all, this was where he had begun his Jedi training with 
Master Yoda long ago. 

Luke landed and headed straight toward the flickering lights of 


a hut covered by overgrowth at the edge of the swamp. 
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Inside, Luke found Yoda. But the Jedi Master didn’t look well. 
“Sick have | become,” Yoda told Luke. Yoda had a habit of 
speaking words out of order, but Luke understood him. “Old and 







weak,’ Yoda continued. “Soon will | rest. Forever sleep.” 









Luke was concerned. “Master Yoda, you can’t die. | need 






your help.” 
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The old Jedi Master shook his head. 
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strong. 
Luke didn’t like hearing his old 
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needed Yoda's help to become a full 
Jedi. “I've come back to complete 
the training,” Luke insisted. 
“No more training do you 
require,” said Yoda. “Already 
know you that which you need.” 
Luke thought about Yoda's 


words. “Then lama Jedi.’ 





















“Oh, heh, heh,” Yoda chuckled. He remembered being 
young and confident like Luke long ago. 


Vader. You must confront Vader.” 


Darth Vader was one of the most evil members of the Empire. 


| 

| } Then his face grew serious. “Not yet. One thing remains. 
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But he was also Luke’s father. If 





Luke was to become a Jedi, he 
would have to defeat Vader first. 
“Only then a Jedi will you be,” 
said Yoda. He struggled to stay 
awake. There was something very 


important he had to say. “Luke,” Yoda 





whispered. “There is... another... 


SOYA 
Then the Jedi Master closed his eyes 


and vanished. 
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Luke left Yoda's hut. He couldn't believe what the old Jedi had 
said. There was another Skywalker—another member of his family! 

But something even heavier pressed on Luke's mind. He dreaded 
having to face Darth Vader. What if he 


couldn't defeat him? Or what if he wasn't 







strong enough to resist the dark side? So 
many people were counting on him, but 
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“I can’t do it, Artoo,” Luke said. 
“| can't go on alone.” 

“Yoda will always be with you.” 

Luke looked up. He knew that 
voice. “Obi-Wan.” 

Suddenly, Luke's first Jedi 
Master, Obi-Wan Kenobi, appeared 


in the mist. 
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A hazy white glow surrounded the Jedi. Even though Obi-Wan 
was gone, the Force allowed him to come back and speak with Luke. 

“| can’t face him,” Luke said. “There's still good in him. | can't battle 
a ey alae 

Obi-Wan sighed. “Then the Emperor has already won. You were 
our only hope.” 

Luke didn’t want to be responsible for the Emperor and Darth 
Vader's taking over the galaxy. “Yoda spoke of another,’ Luke said, 
remembering Yoda's parting words. 

Obi-Wan nodded. “The other he spoke of is your twin sister.” 

Obi-Wan explained that Luke and his sister had been separated 


and hidden from Darth Vader when they were born to keep them safe. 


Suddenly, Luke realized who his sister must be. “Leia! Leia's my 


Sheela 
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Quickly, Luke hopped into his X-wing 
and flew to where the Rebel Alliance was 
planning its next mission. He needed to 
get back to join the group—and his sister! 

There, Han, Leia, Chewbacca, and 
the Rebels were meeting with Admiral 
Ackbar aboard his ship. 

The admiral explained that the 
Rebels needed to take out the shield 
generator surrounding the new Death 
Star to defeat the Empire. 

Han Solo volunteered to lead the 
strike team. Chewbacca and Leia } 
immediately volunteered as well. 

“Im with you, too!” a voice 


suddenly called out. 
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It was Luke! Leia ran up to hug him. But she could tell something 
was wrong. What is it?” she asked. 

Luke smiled. “Ask me again sometime.’ He would tell Leia the 
truth later, when there weren't so many people around. But for the 
moment, he was glad to be back with his friends. 

ULM dat aT 
still needed to 
face Darth Vader. 
And it still terrified 
him. But he knew 
he wasnt alone 
anymore. He had 
his friends—and his 


sister—to help him. 
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f they don't go for this, were going to have to get out of 
here pretty quick, Chewie,’ Han Solo said. He and his 
friends—Chewbacca, Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia, 
C-3PO, and R2-D2—were nervous. They were flying the stolen 
Empire shuttle Tydirium toward the forest moon of Endor. 
If their mission was successful, they could destroy the shield 
generator protecting the new Death Star—but only if they werent 


caught. 
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The friends were waiting quietly for clearance to land. They had 


sent the right code, but the Star Destroyer was taking too long. Han 
was about to fly away to safety, when the starship finally gave them 


permission to pass. 
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After the shuttle 
landed, Luke, Han, Leia, | 
and their fellow Rebels \ : 
moved into the forest to 
make their way toward the 
shield generator bunker. 

Looking over a ridge, Luke, 
Leia, and Han spotted two 
Imperial biker scouts standing 
next to their speeder bikes. 


“This whole party will be for 





nothing if they see us,’ Han said. He 
and Chewbacca volunteered to take 


care of the scouts. 
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Han snuck up on the first biker scout. He drew his blaster. Just 


as he was about to attack the unsuspecting trooper, Han stepped 


on a twig, which made a loud CRACK! 
The biker scout turned and punched Han. “Go for help! Go!” 





the first biker scout shouted to the second one. Luckily, Chewbacca 
used his bowcaster to shoot down the speeder bike. But two more 


unseen scouts hopped on their bikes and took off into the forest. 
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Swiftly, Leia hopped onto a lone speeder bike. Just 
before she took off, Luke hopped on behind her. They 
sped off after the biker scouts. 

They were in hot pursuit, but the biker scouts were fast! 
The trees flew by at dizzying speed. But Leia stayed on 
Male 

“Move closer,” Luke shouted. “Get alongside that one.” 

a Leia sped up and steered the speeder bike beside one 
of the biker scouts. As soon as they were close enough, 
Luke made a dangerous jump, leaping onto the backseat 


of the enemy’s bike. Taking him by surprise, Luke threw the 





biker scout off, launching him into a nearby tree. 
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Now it was two against one—Luke and Leia each had their own 
speeder bike as they chased after the last remaining biker scout. 


Or so they thought . . . 


Two more biker scouts appeared behind them and began firing. 


“Keep on that one,” Luke said. “I'll take these two.” Luke hit his 
brakes, and Leia’s speeder bike zipped ahead. 
With his deft maneuver and quick thinking, Luke swung 
behind the enemies. Taking aim, Luke fired. One of the speeder 


bikes exploded as it crashed into a nearby tree. 
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Meanwhile, Leia was side by side with her target. But she wasnt 
prepared when he pulled his blaster and fired on her. A blast hit her 
speeder bike engine, throwing her off. Her speeder bike crashed. 

The biker scout looked back victoriously and stopped paying 
attention for just a moment. Boom! He crashed, too. Relieved, Leia 


lost consciousness. 
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Elsewhere, Luke and his target were still fighting as they zipped 
through the massive trees. Dodging and weaving back and forth, the 
two were each trying to ram the other into a tree. But suddenly, the 
fronts of their bikes became entangled. Neither could get free. 

Heading toward a tree, Luke had to make a decision. He jumped, 
narrowly avoiding a crash but freeing the scout’s bike. The scout 
zipped past the tree. He began to turn—he was returning to finish off 
UL <ce 

Luke ignited his green lightsaber. The biker scout fired the bike’s 
blaster. Shot after shot fired toward Luke, who deflected each one 
with his Force-trained reflexes. As soon as the speeder bike was close 
enough, he took aim... 

With one clean swipe of his lightsaber, Luke severed the front 
outrigger and steering vanes. Spinning out of control, the speeder 


bike and its driver crashed. 


“Whew, Luke sighed. 
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Back where the speeder bike chase began, Han Solo and the other 


Rebels were waiting nervously. R2-D2 whined and beeped. “General 
Solo,” C-3PO translated, “someone is coming.” 


Everyone prepared for another attack. But it was only Luke. 
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“Luke!” Han Solo said gladly . . . but then he noticed that the 
princess was missing. “Where's Leia?” 

“We got separated,” Luke said. “We better go look for her.” 

“Take the squad ahead,” Han commanded the other Rebels. “We'll 
meet at the shield generator at oh three hundred.” They still had to 


complete their mission and destroy the shield generator, but they also 


needed to find the princess. 
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Luke, Han, Chewie, and the droids left the safety of their group to 
find their friend. Being lost on an alien planet was not a good thing, 
especially not in enemy territory. They needed to find Leia, and fast. 


Little did they know that finding the princess would be the key to 


completing their mission. 
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rincess Leia was in 

trouble! Stormtroopers 

had discovered that 
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moon of Endor. Luke and Leia 
had managed to outsmart them 
on their speeder bikes, but Leia 
had gotten separated from Luke 
and was on her own. Worse, her 
speeder bike had been destroyed. 

Suddenly, a short, fuzzy little 

creature came up to her. It was 
an Ewok named Wicket. He had 
never seen a human before, and 
he didn't like the look of Leia. He 
poked her gently with his spear. 
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Then the little Ewok’s ears pricked up. 

Before Leia could react, a blaster shot fired her way! 

Wicket rolled under a log, out of sight, just as a stormtrooper came 
up behind Leia. 

Wicket didn’t want the stormtrooper to hurt his new friend. He 
smacked him on the leg with his spear! 

Taking advantage of the distraction, Leia grabbed a thick tree 
branch and knocked the stormtrooper out. He wouldn't be going 


anywhere for a while. 





Leia wanted to go back to 
her camp. But the fuzzy 
little Ewok had other 
plans. “Yub, yub,’ he 
said, leading her down a 
long, winding path deep 


into the forest. 





for Leia. They were worried. 


Suddenly, Chewie growled. He smelled a piece of meat—and he 


} 
Meanwhile, Luke, Han, Chewbacca, and the droids were searching 
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was hungry! 
Chewie ran to where the meat was hanging from a tall stick. 
“Wait, Chewie, don't!” cried Luke. 
But the warning came too late. When Chewie took the meat, a net 


| 
rose around the friends and captured them. It was a trap! | 
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R2-D2 used a mechanical blade to cut them out of the giant 
net. Luckily, the trap wasn't set by the stormtroopers. Unluckily, it 
was set by the Ewoks. The fuzzy little creatures surrounded Luke 
and the others, pointing their spears. 

“Hey, point those things somewhere else!” Han said gruffly. 

That made the Ewoks mad. They growled and moved even 
closer. 

Suddenly, the Ewoks spotted C-3PO. The droid’s gold metal 
body glinted in the sunlight. The Ewoks gasped! They began 
chanting and bowing toward him. 

“It appears they believe | am some sort of god,’ C-3PO said. 

Han was not happy to hear that. But Luke persuaded him and 
the others to go along with the Ewoks to their village. 

They didn’t want to hurt the creatures, so they'd need to 


figure out a way to escape without fighting. 
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When the friends arrived at the village, Leia was there. 





“Leia!” Luke and Han exclaimed together. 






“These are my friends,” Leia told the Ewoks. “They must be set 
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But the Ewoks wouldn't listen. They had tied up Luke, Han, and 


Chewie and were now lighting a fire beside them. 















Luke had an idea. “C-3PO,” 
he said, “tell them that if they 
don't set us free, youll become 
angry and use your magic.” 

“But Master Luke, what 
magic?” C-3PO protested. “| 
couldn't possibly—” 

“Just tell them,” Luke said. 

C-3PO began speaking in the 







Ewoks’ language. “Toronto gosh! Ee-wey- 
de-sojah... BOOM!” 
The Ewoks were frightened, but not 
enough to stop their plans. They began to 
light the fire under Luke, Han, and (Oi arena) 
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goners, Luke closed his eyes and 


~ concentrated. He used the Force to 


raise C-3PO, throne and all, into the air! 

“Ahh! What's happening?” C-3PO 
cried. “Master Luke, help!” 

But Luke continued to use the Force 
and C-3PO hovered high over the 
Ewok tribe. The Ewoks were terrified! 

Quickly, the Ewok leader, Chief 
Chirpa, ordered the others to set 
Luke, Han, and Chewie free. The tribe 
members obeyed and cut the friends 
loose. 

Luke smiled and used the Force to 


lower C-3PO back to the ground. 
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Later that night, everyone listened as C-3PO told the Ewok 
tribe the whole story of the Rebels’ adventures fighting the Empire 
CR e ar MELT Te MRO Mm RETR a iat caeetll eats 
understand what C-3PO was saying, but they enjoyed listening 
anyway. 

Suddenly, the Ewoks started chattering anxiously among 


themselves. 
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“What's going on?” Han 
asked Leia. 

Leia shrugged. “| don't know.” 

The Ewoks banged their 
ceremonial drums and started to 
sing. 

“Wonderful!” C-3PO 
exclaimed. “We are now a part of 
nate oL oe 

The Ewoks ran up to hug 
Han and Leia. Wicket was 
especially fond of hugging Han. 

Us a7 eta VE) ROE la cela 
Han said with a half grin, gently 
pushing the fuzzy little creature 
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Now the Ewoks would help the Rebels in their fight against 


the Empire. Both the Rebels and the stormtroopers had learned 
that although the Ewoks were small and cute, they would defend 
themselves when threatened. 

The forest moon of Endor was their home, and the Ewoks would 
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glad to have the furry warriors on their side! 
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n the forest moon of Endor, the Rebels were preparing 
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Skywalker had a different battle ahead of him. He knew 
that it was time to face his destiny and confront Darth Vader. 

As Luke slipped away from his friends, Princess Leia followed 
him and tried to keep him from leaving. Facing Darth Vader was 
too dangerous! 

“He’s my father,” Luke told Leia. If anything happened to Luke, 
Leia was the only hope for the Rebellion. “The Force is strong in 
my family. My father has it... | have it . .. and my sister has it.” 

Shocked, Leia realized that she was Luke's sister—a part of her 
had always known it. She couldn't lose him now. 

“There a good in him,” Luke told Leia. “I've felt it. | can turn 
him back to the good side. | have to try.” Luke hugged his sister, 
knowing that he might never see her again, and went to confront 
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It didn't take long for Luke to find the Imperial camp and surrender 
himself to Darth Vader. 

“The Emperor has been expecting you,” Darth Vader said as soon 
as he saw Luke. 

“| know, Father,” Luke said. He looked at Darth Vader, the man 
who had once been Anakin Skywalker, the Jedi Knight. He knew that 


man still existed somewhere beneath the black armor of Darth Vader. 











Darth Vader and Luke flew to the Death Star and were brought 
before Emperor Palpatine. 

“Welcome, young Skywalker,” the Emperor said. “| have been 
expecting you. In time you will call me nai 

But Luke refused to turn on his friends. “You're gravely mistaken. 
You won't convert me as you did my father,” Luke told the Emperor. 

The Emperor cackled. “By now you must know your father can 


never be turned from the dark side. So will it be with you.” 
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“Your friends are 
walking into a trap, 
Palpatine said. He knew 
the Rebellion’s secret plans — 
to attack and destroy the 
Death Star. Luke watched 
helplessly as Imperial forces 
ambushed the Rebel fleet. 

The Emperor held up 
Luke's lightsaber. “The hate 
is swelling in you now. Give 
in to your anger. Strike 
me down with all of your 
hatred, and your journey 
to the dark side will be 


complete.” 
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Luke couldn’ resist. He needed to help his friends. Using the 
Force, he snatched his lightsaber from the Emperor's throne. His 
green blade cut through the air as, with a great swing, he brought his 
weapon down to strike the Emperor. But Darth Vader was faster. The » 
Sith Lord’s red lightsaber clashed against Luke's, stopping it just before 
it hit Palpatine. 
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Luke pushed back against Darth Vader's i ; 
lightsaber. The father and son dueled. Their | 


weapons clashed again and again. Finally, 
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Luke saw an opening. He forced Darth Vader 
oa back and kicked him down a flight of stairs. 





The Emperor cackled with glee. “Good! 
Let the hate flow through you!” 
Luke realized too late that he had done 





just what the Emperor wanted. He had given 
in to his hate. 


Luke shut off his lightsaber and said, “| S 
will not fight you, Father.” 





Darth Vader crept closer to Luke. “You 
are unwise to lower your defenses!” Darth 
Vader cried, raising his lightsaber to strike the 
young Jedi down. 
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But Luke had anticipated Darth Vader's move, and he drew his 
lightsaber to deflect his father’s just in time. The two lightsabers met, 
crackling with energy. 

Luke leapt down from the Emperor's platform then disappeared 
into a small alcove. He needed to figure out what to do next. 


“You cannot hide forever,” Vader said. “Give yourself to the dark 
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: side. It is the only way you can save your friends.” 

| Luke tried not to think about Han, Leia, and his other friends in the 
Rebellion. But all he could see was their faces. 

| “Your thoughts betray you,” Vader said. “Your feelings for them 


: are strong. Especially for . . . Sister! So you have a twin sister! If you will 


not turn to the dark side, then perhaps she will!” 
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Luke cried out as he charged 
toward Darth Vader. Luke hated the 
Empire and what it had done to his 
family. And he hated what it was trying 
to do to him. In that moment, Luke 
decided he would stop the Emperor 
and his forces—no matter what. 

Luke attacked Darth Vader and 
the lightsaber battle began anew. 
Surprised, Darth Vader fell back. 
There was nothing he could do 
against his son’s anger. Luke's 
lightsaber struck Darth Vader's over 


and over again until, with one final 





swing, Luke cut off Darth Vader's 
hand! 
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Luke stopped and looked at what he had done. By giving in to his 
hate, he had destroyed the person he had been trying to save. This 
wasnt the way of the Jedi Knight. This wasn't who he was. 

“Never. I'll never turn to the dark side,” Luke said, throwing his 


lightsaber away. 
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The smile on the Emperor's face disappeared. “So be it. . . Jedi. 
If you will not be turned, you will be destroyed.” The Emperor raised 
his hands. Force lightning shot from his fingertips and hit Luke! 

Luke fell to the ground as Darth Vader rose to take his place by 
the Emperors side. 

“Father, please! Help me!” Luke cried. 

“Now, young Skywalker . . . you will die,’ the Emperor said. 
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Darth Vader looked at 
the Emperor, a master he had 
followed for so long. Then he — 
looked at Luke, the son who had wh 8 ira] 
tried to save him. He realized Ss 
that he had been wrong to give 
up hope. He still had a choice— 
and he chose Luke. 

Darth Vader lunged at the 
Emperor. Holding him high 
above his head, Darth Vader 


walked to the edge of a long, endless 





pit. The Emperor's Force lightning pulsed 
through Darth Vader, painfully wounding him. But he gathered his 
strength, and with a great heave, he threw Palpatine over the side. 


Anakin Skywalker had defeated the Emperor. 
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Luke ran to his father. With the Emperor gone, they had to get off 
the Death Star soon. But Anakin knew that it was too late for him. He 
asked Luke to take off his mask. 

“But you'll die,” Luke said. 

“Nothing can stop that now,’ Anakin replied. Luke quickly 
removed his father’s mask. Anakin smiled as he looked at Luke for the 
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“Now ...go, my son,” Anakin said. “Leave me... . 
“No. You're coming with me. I've got to save you,» 
Luke begged his father. 
Anakin smiled. “You already have, Luke. You 
were right. ... You were right about 
at -Ma E=)] Bol 8 e121 A ZoLOR-1c-g(e aoe 
As his father died, Luke knew 
that Anakin had fulfilled his 
destiny. Luke flew away from 
the Death Star, realizing that 
by destroying the Emperor, his 
father had saved him—and the 


entire Rebellion. 
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an Solo and Princess Leia 
peeked over the forest foliage. 
“The main entrance to the 
control bunker is on the far side of that 
landing platform,” Leia said. “This isn't 


going to be easy.” 





Han and Leia were on the forest moon 


Si = | of Endor on a mission to take down the 
a a shield protecting the Empire's Death Star. 
_ & \ + S, \ If Han and Leia didn't succeed, there 
| ; \ would be no way for the Rebel fleet to 
eer a. destroy the weapon. 


The way to the bunker was blocked by 


a platoon of stormtroopers and Imperial 





officers. It would take an army to get past 


them. An army Han and Leia didn't have. 
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Behind them, Wicket the Ewok began to talk excitedly to his friend 
Paploo. “What's he saying?” Leia asked C-3PO. 

C-3PO explained that the Ewoks knew about a secret entrance 
to the bunker. They followed Wicket around the Imperial base to a 
second doorway. There were fewer biker scouts at that entrance. 

“This shouldn't be too much trouble,” Han said. 


But before Han could do anything, Paploo ran out of hiding and 


grabbed a speeder bike. Then he raced into the forest! 





The biker scouts rushed 
after the Ewok. It was just the 
diversion Han and Leia needed. 

Han told C-3PO and R2-D2 
to stay in the forest. The rest of 
the Rebel troops hurried into the 
bunker. Han and his Wookiee 
friend, Chewbacca, quickly got 
to work planting charges. 

But before Han and 
Chewbacca could destroy the 
shield, a new platoon of Imperial 
troops eee into the bunker. 
Chewbacca growled, but there 
was nothing he or Han could do. 


They were caught! 
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Meanwhile, above Endor, Lando Calrissian flew the Millennium 
Falcon toward the Death Star. The rest of the Rebel fleet flew 
behind him as they all began to ready their attack. 4 Hb 

Lando looked at the ship's controls. “We've got to be able to i 
get some kind of reading on that shield, up or down,” Lando said 
to his copilot, Nien Nunb. 

Nien Nunb grunted back. The Death Star was jamming their 


readings. 
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“How could they 
be jamming us if they 
don't know... if were 
coming?” Lando said. 
Suddenly, he realized 
the Rebellion had 
made a mistake. The 


Emperor must have 





discovered their plans! 
“Take evasive action, 

cried Admiral Ackbar, the leader of the Rebel fleet. “It’s a trap!” 
Out of nowhere, Imperial TIE fighters raced toward the Rebel 

in (v-la oe bolt after laser bolt. Rebel X-wings zoomed past 

Lando to fight aa They had to defend themselves until Han and 


Leia could destroy the shield. 
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On Endor, C-3PO and R2-D2 
ree ely 

“Hello! | say, over there! Were 
you looking for me?” C-3PO cried 
out to the Imperial troops from his 
hiding place in the forest. 

Stormtroopers ran to capture 
C-3PO and R2-D2, but just as 
they reached the droids, there was 
a great battle cry. It was the Ewoks! 

Han and Leia watched in 
amazement as the Ewoks attacked. 
They shot arrows and slung rocks 
to take down the stormtroopers. 
An Ewok even attacked the 


Imperial forces from the air! 
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With the Imperial forces 
distracted, Han and Leia had no 
trouble escaping. It was time to get to 
the bunker and take down the shield! 

But when Han and Leia reached 
the bunker's doors, they were closed 
tight. This was a job for R2-D2. 

“Artoo, where are you? We need 
you at the bunker right away,” Leia 
called over the comlink. 

Across the battle, R2-D2 whistled 
at C-3PO. “What do you mean, 
youre going?” C-3PO said. “No, wait! 
Artoo! Come back!” But R2 refused 
to stop, so C-3PO followed his friend. 


He knew he was going to regret it. 
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Meanwhile, Lando saw the Death Star fire on the Rebel fleet. It 


was still under construction. It wasn’t supposed to be operational yet! 
Admiral Ackbar saw it, too. “All craft prepare to retreat,’ he said. 
“Han will have that shield down. We've got to give him more time, 

Lando said. If the Rebel fleet retreated now, they wouldn't get another 


chance to destroy the Death Star. 
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The Ewoks were still bravely fighting the stormtroopers. With a 
great crash, the Ewoks released an avalanche of logs that brought 
down an Imperial walker! But soon another walker took its place. Han 
and Leia needed to get into the bunker—fast. 

R2-D2 reached Leia. He had just plugged into the bunker 
controls when there was a great explosion. The droid slammed back 

against the bunker door and 
sparks flew everywhere. 
R2 was hit! 

Han looked at 
the droid in alarm. 
“Well, | suppose 
| could hot-wire 
this thing,’ he said, 


getting to work. 








But before Han could open the door, an Imperial walker 


stormed up—right in front of them! 
Strangely, the walker didn't fire. Instead, the top hatch opened. 
It was Chewie! He and two Ewoks had stolen the machine. That 
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Han used the Imperial walkers communications to 
trick the Imperial officers into thinking the Rebellion 
had lost the battle. When the Imperials opened the 
bunker'’s door, they were met by the Rebel army! 

With the Imperial forces defeated, Han and 
Chewie quickly finished planting the charges. “Move! 
Move!” Han ordered his troops, and he hurried away 
from the bunker. There was a huge explosion. The 
bunker was destroyed, taking down the Death Star's 
shield! 

Now the Rebel fleet could attack the Death Star's 
main reactor. “Here goes nothing!” Lando cried. 

The Millennium Falcon flew through a gap in the 
Imperial defenses and into the long corridors of the 
Death Star. But it wasn't alone. TIE fighters flew after 


the Rebel forces, firing laser bolts! 


ag3 


One pilot, Wedge Antilles, spotted the 
main reactor. Together, Wedge and Lando 
fired. The reactor exploded into a million 
pieces. | 

Wedge and the Millennium Falcon 
raced back toward open space, but the 
corridors were collapsing around them. 
Behind them there was a great fiery 
explosion—and it was gaining on 
them! Lando and Wedge didn't 
have much time. 

Just before it was too late, the 
Rebel ships reached the end of the 
tunnel. They shot into space as the 


Death Star exploded behind them! 








That night, the Rebel troops celebrated with the Ewoks. Lando, 
Chewbacca, and Han hugged—friends until the end. C-3PO danced 
with Wicket as R2-D2 whistled in celebration. Soon Luke joined them. 


Leia ran to hug her brother, the Jedi Knight, who had survived his 
battle with the evil Emperor. 
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Luke smiled, glad to 
see how happy his friends 
tae A= penn EWN 
he saw the Force spirits 
of Jedi Masters Obi-Wan 
Kenobi and Yoda. And 


there with them was his 





father, Anakin Skywalker, 
once again a Jedi. Luke 

hoped he could make 
them proud. } 
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Leia ran over to bring Luke back to the celebration. They had so 
much to tell each other. But it could wait. Tomorrow, the galaxy would 
awaken to a new day without the Empire: a day of freedom, possibility, 


and new hope. 
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